PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
MASONIC BLOCK LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
400-404 SOUTH MAIN STREET
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in, or knowledge of, historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired General Motors graphic designer, has a history of community
involvement, including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days Board, the City
Beautiful Commission, the Historical Commission and the Historic District Study Committee.
As a skilled designer and photographer, he has documented historic resources for the Study
Committee Reports and Main Street Makeover.
Gail Bothwell has lived in Rochester since 1944. She has a strong interest in historic preservation
and is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and the liaison to the Michigan
Historic Preservation Network. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee in 2012 and has attended numerous historic related conferences and workshops.
Tricia DeMarco is a recent resident and wants to help contribute to preserving the heritage and
sense of place and community of Rochester. She is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED
accredited certified planner. She has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and a Master of
Civil Engineering. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study Committee in June
2015.
John Dziurman, AIA, NCARB a registered architect with a practice focused on historic
preservation, and meets the qualification for historic architect. He is a member of the Rochester
Historical Commission, liaison to the Planning Commission and chair of the Study Committee.
Previously, he was a member of the Rochester Hills Historic District Commission for 24 years
and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
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Paul Haig, a jeweler/art dealer is the owner of two historic properties in Rochester, an 1880
residence and an 1898 commercial building in downtown Rochester. Paul is very active in the
community and is a member of the Downtown Development Authority Board and numerous
service organizations. He has been a member and vice-chair of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2013.
Gail Kemler has lived in Rochester since the 1920s and remains active in the community. She
was a member of the Rochester Board of Education, president of the Rochester Avon Historical
Society, a member of the Historical Commission and has been actively involved in creating
historic districts in Rochester since 1977. She has been a member of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2012.
Michael Paradise is a 40 year resident of Rochester, served on three Historic District Study
Committees since 1977 and was a charter member of the Rochester Downtown Development
Authority in 1982. He is dedicated to preserving the historic legacy and charm that originally
drew him to Rochester. Michael is an Artist, Designer, Technology Coordinator & Media Lab
Manager for 20 years at Cranbrook Academy of Art.
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the
Rochester Historic Districts Survey. The photographer for the Masonic Block was Eric Bothwell,
Rochester Historic District Study Committee. Copies of the photographs and resulting historic
district reports are located at the Rochester City Hall, the Rochester Hills Museum, and the State
Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The Masonic Block is located in the downtown commercial core of Rochester, Michigan
(Figures 1 and 2). The two-story building is positioned on the northeast corner of South Main
and East Fourth Streets. The Masonic Block is on a prominent corner adjacent to other historic
commercial buildings in the downtown commercial area. Both sides of South Main Street are
lined with one- and two-story commercial buildings, dating from the late nineteenth century to
recent decades. Between the building and the street is a concrete sidewalk, modern street lights,
and young trees.
The Masonic Block building is a two-story Romanesque Revival masonry structure with a twostory addition on its southeast corner (Figure 3). The core block of the building rests on a rockfaced, cut stone foundation. The building has a flat roof with parapet, which is stepped on the
side elevations and capped by tile coping. The façade and west corner of the south elevation are
clad in rusticated sandstone blocks, and the rest of the building in clad in brick.
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The façade is divided into four bays, defined by engaged columns positioned above the three
unevenly spaced storefronts on the first story (Figure 4). The parapet of the second bay from the
north is slightly higher than the other three to accommodate the building name plate. Each of the
engaged columns features carved anthemion (leaf) motifs at the rounded base and incorporate the
smooth finished belt courses below the windows, at the base of the cornice, and the top edge of
the parapet. The parapet is also decorated, featuring a frieze with a subtle geometric pattern in
the three bays without the name plate. Stone carvings reveal the construction date in two places
in the parapet. The first date flanks the name plate, which has raised letters that read:
18 MASONIC 99
TEMPLE
The second date stone is positioned in the cornice of the southern bay and has a plaque carved
simply as “1899.”
The second-story façade fenestration is set into arched openings, framed by smooth stone quoins
with a prominent rusticated keystone at the center of each arch. The arched opening beneath the
nameplate is a round-topped arch filled with a single, fixed light window below the arched
fanlight transom. The flanking two bays have segmental arches, each with paired one-over-one,
double-hung windows and a segmental arched wood or metal lunette (the panel above the
window with an arch to match the associated masonry arch). The southern bay has a broader and
taller arch than the others, reaching a similar height to the round-topped arch with the name
plate. Within the segmental arch opening are two one-over-one, double-hung windows, each
framed by stone quoins and a stone lunette.
The façade’s first story has three storefronts with expansive display windows, which rest on
brick bulkhead walls, and have a wood signboard above the windows and doors. The broad
signboards are positioned in a band below a projecting belt course below the second story
windows. The northern storefront is the smallest of the three, occupying the entire northern
fenestration bay and approximately half of the next bay. The storefront has a single display
window in the northern bay and a glazed pedestrian door with a transom window placed south of
the sandstone block post below the raised pilaster of the second story wall. The remaining two
storefronts each have large display windows and share a recessed entrance with doors placed on
the north and south sides to access the interior spaces. The southern storefront display window
wraps the corner of the building and is sheltered by a modern, fabric awning.
The west portion of the south elevation is essentially a continuation of the façade, featuring the
same second-story use of sandstone cladding and decoration, and the modern display windows as
utilized on the first story (see Figure 3). The second story of this section has a one-over-one
window set into a segmentally arched opening similar to the north bay of the façade. The rest of
the fenestration on the south elevation is placed evenly across the second story of the main
building. This includes five individual one-over-one, double-hung, wood windows set into
arched openings. On the first story, replacement brick reveals that there was once a series of tall
windows and doors on the wall. Currently, the first-story fenestration in the main part of the
building consists of three fixed replacement windows of varying sizes.
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The two-story addition on the Masonic Block’s southeast corner has a rectangular footprint, a
flat roof, and brick walls (see Figure 3). Only the south elevation of the addition, which fronts on
East Fourth Street, is visible due to an adjoining building east of the Masonic Block. Like the
first story of the original portion of the Masonic Block, infill brick blocks the west half of an
arched opening for the door. The south half of the arch remains open and forms a recessed
entrance. The arch has stone bases (imposts) from which the arch springs. East of the entrance
are paired display windows below a fabric awning, similar to that of the south storefront on the
building’s façade. Four windows are evenly spaced across the addition’s second story. They are
one-over-one and double-hung, set into arched openings, and rest on a stone belt course that
spans the width of the façade.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed Masonic historic district contains one historic (contributing) and zero
non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The proposed Masonic Block historic district boundary is limited to the footprint of the Masonic
Block Building, 400-404 South Main, and its added wing with the address 109 East Fourth
Street. This includes the following parcels:
T3N, R11E, SEC 14 ORIGINAL PLAT W 50 FT OF S 20 FT OF LOT 7 and T3N, R11E, SEC
14 ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 7 EXC W 50 FT OF S 20 FT, ALSO EXC N 0.58 FT OF W 80 FT.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed historic district contains the original 1899 Masonic Block and the ca. 1900
addition at its southwest corner. An unrelated building is located at the southeast corner of the
present property boundary and abuts the addition. Therefore, the district boundaries are limited
to the building footprint, rather than the entire lot.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
The Masonic Block was constructed in 1899 with funding from the Rochester Building
Association (Winokur 1987). The building was designed by Pontiac-based architect Edward R.
Prall and constructed by Harvey J. Taylor (Winokur 1987). Prall’s other architectural
accomplishments included the Traverse City Opera House and some of the buildings at the
Traverse City State Hospital (Larsen 2011:35).
The Rochester Building Association was formed with the sole purpose of erecting this building
and continued to hold ownership until 1984 (Rochester Era [RE] 1899:1; Winokur 1987). The
original board of directors for the Association was comprised of prominent Rochester citizens,
including: Enos R. Mathews, village president 1877, 1879-1880 and Avon Township Supervisor
1879-1882; William C. Chapman, secretary and treasurer of Western Knitting Mills and village
president from 1893-1895, and also responsible for platting two subdivisions in town, and served
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as president of Rochester Savings Bank; Frank D. Crissman; Frank Hale; and Harvey J. Taylor,
who owned a hardware business and served as Supervisor of Avon Township from 1883-1893
and 1897-1901. The Association’s vision for the building was to be modern, with large
storefronts and space for small offices, and to have the Masonic Temple lodge room occupy the
second floor (RE 1899:1).
The Rochester Masonic Lodge No. 5 Free and Accepted Masons (Masons) was founded in 1828
at the village of Stoney Creek as the Stoney Creek No. 5 Lodge. It was the only lodge in
Michigan not to “go dark” during an anti-masonic period from 1828-1844, making it the oldest
continually operating lodge in Michigan (Stoney Creek 2015). The Masons moved their
organization to Rochester in 1859, when the name was changed to reflect their new location.
Even with the move to Rochester, it was not until the construction of the Masonic Block in 1899
that the organization finally had a permanent home.
The Masons were the longest tenured occupant of the Masonic Block, and they occupied the
second floor from 1900 until 1959 (Winokur 1987). The lodge meeting room was destroyed by
fire in 1920, requiring remodeling before the space could be reopened in 1921 (Stoney Creek
2015; RE 1921:1). At the time of the fire, the Masons’ membership was growing, with nearly
200 members (RE 1921:1).
The Masons officially moved to the former Methodist Episcopal Church at 318 Walnut Street in
1960, where the organization continues to this day, under their historical name, Stoney Creek
Lodge No. 5 (Stoney Creek 2015). After the Masons departed the Masonic Block, the second
floor housed professional offices (Larsen 2011:36).
When the Masonic Block was completed, its tenants on the first floor were the Rochester
Savings Bank (400 South Main), a dry goods store (402 South Main), and a clothing store (404
South Main Street) (Sanborn-Perris Map 1900:2). The Rochester Savings Bank was the first
bank in the community to be state chartered (Winokur 1987). The bank occupied this location
until 1925, when the space was leased by the Kroger grocery store (Rochester Clarion [RC]
1925). In 1934, Kroger combined spaces with the former dry goods store at 402 South Main and
was extensively remodeled, forming a larger, more modern store (RC 1934:1). The remodel
included the installation of a glass storefront with recessed entrance and a sleek, modern
signboard. This configuration and display window are extant to this day, although the metal
paneling has been replaced by wood. Kroger occupied this location until ca. 1949 (Levinson and
Lehman 1949).
The dry goods store located in the Masonic Block was known as Jennie Mowers & Company.
The store sold dry goods, shoes, and millinery. Items advertised included women’s, children’s,
and infant’s clothing, shoes for all ages and gender, millinery, hats, umbrellas, lace, curtains, and
drapes (Barnes 1907). In 1910, Jenny Mowers’ was replaced by Hagen-Proud Company, which
advertised clothing items (RE 1910:8). It is unclear how long the Hagen-Proud Company was in
business, but in 1934, their space in the Masonic Block was bought out by Kroger.
The Masonic Block housed numerous retail businesses in its north storefront (404 South Main)
over the years. As early as 1907, Louis Finsterwald operated a clothing store in the Masonic
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Block (Barnes 1907). The store carried clothing and accessories such as hats, caps, gloves,
neckties, and gentlemen’s haberdashery, as well as personal items, including trunks, suitcases,
bags, and umbrellas. The store was described as having “city styles and country prices” (Barnes
1907). Harry Bigger was manager of the store and would eventually be made a partner by
Finsterwald.
By 1921, Harry Bigger had bought out Finsterwald and became the sole proprietor of the
renamed business, Harry Bigger Men’s and Boys’ Wear (Remembering Rochester [RR] 2014a).
Harry and his wife Hazel moved out of Rochester in 1933 and rented out their Rochester home
before selling it in 1941 (RR 2014a). It is unknown exactly when Bigger closed his clothing
store, but by 1948, the space was occupied by Webber Cleaners (Rochester Avon Historical
Society 2015:29). The retail space was returned to selling menswear ca. 1950, when Fred
Carpenter relocated his successful men’s clothing business from the original location at 337
South Main Street (Jackson 1969:106; RR 2014b).
In 1952, Lucille Shoppe moved to the first story of the Masonic Block in the former Kroger site
at 400 South Main Street. Owned by Robert and Lucille Warren, the shop had originally opened
in 1946 across the street in the National Bank building (RR 2014b). The store shared the first
story of the Masonic Block with Lucille’s father, Fred Carpenter. In 1964, the Warrens added the
Boys ‘N’ Girls Shop to the building. Thus, the Masonic Block housed all the clothing needs for a
family under one roof. Lucille’s closed in 1973 (RR 2014b).
A two-story addition was made to rear of the Masonic Block shortly after it was built and
provided space for another storefront that was directly accessible from Fourth Street. The
addition first housed an implement warehouse and harness shop for George Burr (Larsen
2011:35; Winokur 1987). Burr’s business was here until 1905, when the space was utilized as the
United States Post Office. This location served as the first space totally dedicated to being a post
office in Rochester; prior to this, postal service was provided in stores or the postmaster’s house
(Jackson 1969:106; Winokur 1987). Before 1921, there was no home mail delivery for village
residents, who had to come to the post office to collect their mail, making it a center for activity
in the downtown (Pray 1986:41). By the late 1930s, the post office had outgrown its location in
the Masonic Block addition. Planning for construction of a new post office at another site began
in 1937, and it was completed in 1938 (RE 1937:1; Winokur 1987; Larsen 2008:42). After the
post office left the space, it became retail space and has functioned as such to the present
(Sanborn Map 1939:4).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The Masonic Block Historic District is significant under National Register Criterion A, for its
association with a pattern of historical events, and under Criterion C, for its embodiment of the
distinctive characteristics of a type of architecture. The areas of significance are architecture,
commerce, and social history. The district’s period of significance is from 1899, when the
building was constructed, to 1965, since the building has continued to serve its historic purpose
up to within the last fifty years.
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The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
The Masonic Block is locally significant to the community of Rochester Michigan as a
prominent downtown building that served fraternal and commercial needs of the community
since its construction in 1899. It was made possible through a partnership and vision of local
business leaders, hoping to advance commerce with a modern building in the downtown. The
building is located on a prominent downtown corner, and its first story has housed numerous
retail businesses heavily patronized by Rochester consumers. Over the years, these have included
dry goods and grocery stores, clothing stores, a bank, and the United States Post Office. These
businesses have made the building a hub of activity and commerce during the entire period of
significance. The second story was home to a popular fraternal organization in Rochester, the
Masonic Lodge. The FAM held ceremonies and events in this space for just over sixty years,
making it a center for social activities in the community.
Criterion C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction.
The Masonic Block embodies the distinctive characteristics of the Romanesque Revival style in
a downtown commercial block. The style is expressed through the use of stone and brick
construction, and decorative elements including round and segmental arches both as openings for
windows and the door in the addition, and anthemion reliefs on the engaged columns.
The Masonic Block retains a high level of integrity; the second story windows appear to be
replacements with a historically appropriate size and configuration. While the first story
storefronts have been altered over the years, the current configuration dates to sometime in the
mid-twentieth century, within the building’s period of significance. The infilled windows and
arch on the south elevation minimally detract from the building’s architectural character. Overall,
the Masonic Block successfully conveys its historic associations with architecture, commerce,
and social history.
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