PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
OLIVER/MILLERD/HADDEN HOUSE LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
324 EAST STREET
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in, or knowledge of, historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired General Motors graphic designer, has a history of community
involvement, including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days Board, the City
Beautiful Commission, the Historical Commission and the Historic District Study Committee.
As a skilled designer and photographer, he has documented historic resources for the Study
Committee Reports and Main Street Makeover.
Gail Bothwell has lived in Rochester since 1944. She has a strong interest in historic preservation
and is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and the liaison to the Michigan
Historic Preservation Network. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee in 2012 and has attended numerous historic related conferences and workshops.
Tricia DeMarco is a recent resident and wants to help contribute to preserving the heritage and
sense of place and community of Rochester. She is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED
accredited certified planner. She has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and a Master of
Civil Engineering. She was appointed to the Rochester Historic District Study Committee in June
2015.
John Dziurman, AIA, NCARB a registered architect with a practice focused on historic
preservation, and meets the qualification for historic architect. He is a member of the Rochester
Historical Commission, liaison to the Planning Commission and chair of the Study Committee.
Previously, he was a member of the Rochester Hills Historic District Commission for 24 years
and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
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Paul Haig, a jeweler/art dealer is the owner of two historic properties in Rochester, an 1880
residence and an 1898 commercial building in downtown Rochester. Paul is very active in the
community and is a member of the Downtown Development Authority Board and numerous
service organizations. He has been a member and vice-chair of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2013.
Gail Kemler has lived in Rochester since the 1920s and remains active in the community. She
was a member of the Rochester Board of Education, president of the Rochester Avon Historical
Society, a member of the Historical Commission and has been actively involved in creating
historic districts in Rochester since 1977. She has been a member of the Historic District Study
Committee since 2012.
Michael Paradise is a 40 year resident of Rochester, served on three Historic District Study
Committees since 1977 and was a charter member of the Rochester Downtown Development
Authority in 1982. He is dedicated to preserving the historic legacy and charm that originally
drew him to Rochester. Michael is an Artist, Designer, Technology Coordinator & Media Lab
Manager for 20 years at Cranbrook Academy of Art.
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the
Rochester Historic Districts Survey. The photographer for the Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House was
Eric Bothwell, Rochester Historic District Study Committee. Copies of the photographs and
resulting historic district reports are located at the Rochester City Hall, the Rochester Hills
Museum, and the State Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House is located east of the downtown commercial core of
Rochester, Michigan (Figures 1 and 2). The house is positioned on east side of East Street in the
middle of a block lined with one- and two-story commercial buildings and parking lots. There is
a concrete sidewalk and small landscaped lawn between the building and the street.
The modest, two-story Italianate house has a gabled-ell form, with a one-story rear wing addition
(Figures 3 and 4). The building rests on a fieldstone foundation and its walls are constructed of
brick. The intersecting gable roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles. Modern chimney stacks pierce
the roof on the façade of the ell and on the gable end of the rear wing. On the core block of the
house the roof has wide eaves with decorative paired brackets below.
There are two entrances to the building. The primary entrance is on the north wall of the front
gable, providing direct access to the gable-front wing of the house. The door is accessed from a
tiled stoop that is sheltered by a fabric awning nestled between the base of the chimney stack and
the gable wall. The second entrance is on the north wall of the rear wing (see Figure 4). It is
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accessed by a concrete ramp and is lined by a modern metal railing. Both entrances consist of
partially glazed wood doors. Windows on the first story of the entire house are either two-overtwo or one-over-one wood sashes. One-over-one vinyl sashes are utilized on the second story
(Figures 5 and 6). Both windows and doors on the building are squared and set into arched
openings. Each window is capped with a segmentally arched hood, which terminates in label
stops, a hallmark of the Italianate style.
One of the most ornate features of the house is a prominent, boxed bay window that stretches
across the first story of the gable façade (See Figure 6). The window is comprised of three pairs
of stacked one-over-one, vinyl sash windows across the façade, and a single pair of similar
windows on each side elevation. These stacked windows create the illusion of tall, four-light
windows. The boxed bay has a metal-crested mansard roof that includes a pediment on the west
elevation. The boxed bay walls are wood paneled, with pilasters between each window that
terminate with paired brackets under the slightly overhanging roof. An oculus window is placed
in the apex of the façade gable.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House Historic District contains one historic (contributing)
and zero non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The proposed John B. Oliver House Historic District consists of the following legal parcel:
T3N, R11E, SEC 14 RICHARDSON & ADAMS ADD LOT 125.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed historic district boundary includes the footprint of the house and its associated
property. The house has not been moved from its original location and the property boundaries
remain the same from when it was built.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
The house at 324 East Street was built for John B. Oliver ca. 1865. The lot was sold to John B.
Oliver by his son, John E. Oliver, two years earlier. The significant increase in taxable value of
the lot between 1865 and 1866 suggest a house was constructed during that year (Oakland
County Register of Deeds [OCRD], Pontiac, Michigan,1863 Deed Book [DB] 87:512;). John B.
Oliver was born in France in 1794, with the given name of Jean Baptiste (Remembering
Rochester [RR] 2013). He immigrated to the United States with his family in 1828, first arriving
in New York and settling in Rochester, Michigan, before the Civil War (FamilySearch 2015; RR
2013). Oliver was a cabinet maker by trade and had invested in local real estate, owning
numerous parcels on the east side of Main Street (RR 2013). Some historical maps even label
East Street as Oliver Street (Kace 1896:87).
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Oliver owned the property a very short time, selling to Nehemiah Ralston in October 1866
(OCRD 1866 DB 87:514). Ralston, his wife Mary, and their family were natives of Northampton
County, Pennsylvania, and moved to Rochester after the Civil War (RR 2013). The Ralstons
owned the property until 1872, when it was sold to local merchant [Col.] Abram Horn (OCRD
1872 DB 106:451). Horn sold the house one year later to another merchant, James E. Riggs and
his wife, Catherine (OCRD 1873 DB 111:472; RR 2013). Riggs and his partner, Mr. Beagle,
were proprietors of a meat market on Main Street (Rochester Era [RE] 1873:2). After Riggs, the
house was owned by Orestes Millerd and his heirs (RR 2013).
Millerd was born in New York State in 1808 and settled in Michigan in 1823. He was a pioneer
farmer in Shelby Township, Macomb County, and cleared 360 acres of land (Leeson 1892:735).
He moved to Rochester after retirement and lived in the house with his son, Martin, daughter-inlaw, Sarah, and their sons, William, Horton, Charles, and Fred. A cousin, Ellison Robert, also
lived with them (United States [US] Census Bureau [CB] 1880). Although they lived in town,
Martin worked as a farmer (US CB 1880). An 1890 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map illustrates the
footprint of the house and property when the Millerds were present (Sanborn-Perris Map
1890:1). The gable-ell house had a footprint similar to what exists today, with a porch that
wrapped the wing of the façade and north elevation. In addition to the residence, the property
included a one-and-one-half-story carriage house at the rear of the property and a one-story
outbuilding directly behind the house (Sanborn-Perris Map 1890:1).
Orestes Millerd died in 1894, and by 1900, the Millerd family had sold the house to H. Frank
Stone (Utica Sentinel 1894:2). Mr. Stone lived in the house with his wife, Ella, and daughter,
Bessie. Census records indicate that Stone was a career politician, although no information has
been found describing what position he held (US CB 1900). Property maps from 1900 indicate
that the rear ell of the house appears to have been expanded slightly to the south, although this
small addition is no longer extant (Sanborn-Perris Map 1900:1).
Stone sold the house to Hiram C. Hadden and his wife, Elizabeth, in 1904 (OCRD 1904 DB
216:628). Hiram C. Hadden was born in 1837 to a pioneer in Oakland County. In his adult life,
he had a very successful 160-acre farm in Oakland Township that he continued to operate as late
as 1912 (Seeley 1912:2:751). By the 1920 census, Elizabeth had died and Hiram’s son, Edgar,
and daughter-in-law, Kezzie, were living with him in the house (US CB 1920). Eventually, the
Haddens moved out of the house but retained ownership, renting it in the 1930s and 1940s (US
CB 1930, 1940). Hiram died in 1934 and his son, Edgar, inherited the property (Rochester
Clarion [RC] 1934; Rochester Avon Historical Society [RAHS] 1980:26).
The Haddens made some changes to the property during their years of ownership. By 1926,
Sanborn maps indicate that the smaller outbuilding behind the house, likely a summer kitchen,
had been removed and the carriage house had been expanded to a full two-story garage at the
center, with one story sections to the north and south (Sanborn Map 1926:5). The 1939 revised
Sanborn map indicates that the carriage barn/garage had been removed altogether, and was
replaced by a one-and-one-half-story garage near the northwest corner of the lot (Sanborn Map
1939:5).
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Edgar Hadden owned the property until 1944, when it was converted to a nursery school (RC
1944). The interior of the house underwent “extensive remodeling and redecorating” for the
transition. This included installation of linoleum floors, a modernized kitchen, play rooms, toilet
rooms, and an inspection/office room (RE 1944:1). The nursery school was operated by Mr. and
Mrs. Delbert Wiggins until 1950 (RAHS 1980:26).
In 1969 the house was purchased by Dr. Oscar J. Sorenson and his wife, Marie, with the
intention of displaying their Victorian era antiques. The Sorensons “restored” the house to its
“Victorian” appearance and painted the exterior walls “Wedgewood blue,” updated the heating
and electrical systems, and built an addition on the rear of the house that included an office and
later, a gift shop (RC 1969; RAHS 1980:26). The museum, known as Wedgewood Hall,
displayed collections of rare Wedgewood china and Victorian interiors, and included a gallery
for artifacts on loan (RC 1969). The museum had a short tenure, closing when the house was sold
in 1974 to Mr. and Mrs. David Noaker, who opened a women’s dress shop. The shop, known as
The Nest, lasted until 1978 (RAHS 1980:22). In the years following 1978, the building has
housed Martin Insurance Agency and Kosch Catering (RR 2013; Kosch Catering 2015).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House Historic District is significant under National Register
Criterion A, for its association with a pattern of historical events, and under Criterion C, for its
embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type of architecture. The areas of significance
are architecture and community development. The district’s period of significance is 1865 to
1965, which includes the house’s construction, its various remodels, the time span that it was a
residential property, and its transition to a commercial purpose.
The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
The Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House is significant at the local level to the community of Rochester,
Michigan. Although the neighborhood was platted in 1847, several facts point to the Oliver
family as being key developers on East Street (Rochester 1847). The 1865 Italianate residence
was built and sold by Oliver during a one year period, suggesting that the house was constructed
with an intent to sell and develop the neighborhood. Nineteenth-century maps illustrate that East
Street was once known as Oliver Street, indicating that John B. Oliver, and possibly his son from
whom he bought the property, John E. Oliver, likely played a substantial role in developing that
neighborhood of the city.
Criterion C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
5
J-0886/R-1199-24_8/20/2015

represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction.
The John B. Oliver House embodies the distinctive characteristics of a vernacular house form
with Italianate stylistic features. The house expresses its Italianate qualities through its
decorative elements. These include paired brackets in the eaves, windows set into arched
openings that are capped by hoods, and the large, boxed bay window on the façade (McAlester
and McAlester 2006:210-212). Although the house has had some modifications in its long
history, including the removal of a wrap-around porch, the addition of brick chimneys stacks,
and replacement of some windows with vinyl sash windows, the house still retains a good level
of integrity. The majority of materials on the house are original, and even with alterations one
can easily see its associations with a 1860s Italianate house. The house also has integrity of
location, design, feeling, and association.
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Figure 1. Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House, 324 East Street, Location
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Figure 2. Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House, 324 East Street, Local Historic District Boundary

Date: 8/6/2015

Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House,
324 East Street

Figure 3. Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House, Façade and North Elevation,
View to the Southeast

Figure 4. Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House, Rear Wing, East and North
Elevations, View to the Southwest

Figure 5. Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House, Rear Wing and East Elevation,
View to the West-Northwest

Figure 6. Oliver/Millerd/Hadden House, Façade, View to the East

