PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
METHODIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH/MASONIC TEMPLE
318 WALNUT BOULEVARD LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in or knowledge of historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired graphic designer, has a long history of involvement with the community,
including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days board, the City Beautiful commission,
and both the historical commission and the historic district study committee.
Gail Bothwell is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and has a keen
interest in historic preservation. She has been on the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee since it was founded and assisted with surveying the historic resources of Rochester.
Tricia DeMarco is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED accredited certified planner. She
has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and has served on the Historic District Study
Committee since January 2015.
John Dziurman, a registered architect with a practice focused on historic preservation,
meets the federal professional qualification standards for historic architect. He has been a
member of the Rochester Historical Commission since 2009, serving as its liaison to the
Planning Commission since 2012. Additionally, he has served as a member of the Rochester
Historic District Commission for 24 years and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
Paul Haig is the owner of two Rochester properties, including his ca. 1880 house and the W.
Harvey Greene Building, a restored commercial building in downtown Rochester. In addition to
the restoration of his store, Mr. Haig’s work includes the restoration of art and other objects for
both private owner and museums.
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Gail Kemler has served on various historic district study committees since the early 1970s
working to protect the historic buildings of Rochester.
Michael Paradise has served on various historic district study committees since the early 1970s,
was a founding member of the Rochester Downtown Development Authority in 1982. Mr.
Paradise has expressed a desire to preserve and maintain the historic structures that add charm
and character to the City of Rochester
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the
Rochester Historic Districts Survey. The photographers for the Methodist Episcopal
Church/Masonic Temple Building were Eric Bothwell and Michael Paradise, Rochester Historic
District Study Committee. Copies of the inventory forms are located at the Rochester City Hall,
the Rochester Hills Museum, and the State Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple building (church building) is located on a
tree-lined street just west of Rochester’s downtown commercial core (Figures 1 and 2).
Neighboring buildings include a mix of commercial buildings, other churches, and houses
converted to commercial purposes. The church/temple building is positioned adjacent to the
sidewalk on the west side of the lot. There is a small lawn between the sidewalk and the street.
The rest of the property associated with the building is paved for parking.
The one-story brick church building has a rectilinear footprint with a short, one-story wing off
the east (rear) elevation (Figure 3). Both the walls and foundation are clad in brick. The
foundation is raised, elevating the one-story building. The foundation and first story are divided
by a limestone belt course. The front-gable roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and features a
prominent brick belfry near the front of the building. The belfry has a flat, parapeted roof and a
thin cornice above the lantern (the fenestrated area where the bell is housed), which rests on a
limestone belt course. The lantern is pierced by two arched openings currently sealed with wood
shutters on each elevation. A brick chimney stack pierces the south roof slope at the rear of the
building.
The primary entrance to the church building is placed under a pedimented portico on the façade.
The one-story portico has a concrete base that rises to one-half of the foundation height.
Concrete steps descend down all three exterior sides of the portico, creating an open, welcoming
entrance. The portico is framed by two Ionic columns that support the entablature and gable roof.
The portico roof is sheathed in asphalt shingles and clad in aluminum on the gable wall. The face
of the entablature holds a sign that reads “MASONIC TEMPLE.”
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The front door is situated at the middle of the façade, opening partially within foundation level
and partially on the first story (Figure 4). The current entrance is a modern, frosted glass door
with sidelights that feature Masonic insignias. Atop the door and sidelights is a large, arched
transom window of stained glass. Additional stained glass windows flank the portico on the first
story. The windows are tall and narrow, comprised of a single fixed light of stained glass that is
topped by an arched stained glass transom light. Limestone sills and two header courses of bricks
highlight the window and its arched opening. The stained glass pattern is simple and repeated on
most of the building’s windows. A stained glass oculus window with a wheel motif is placed
within the gable wall above the portico. Other fenestration on the façade includes two former
window openings between the foundation base and the belt course, which have been infilled with
glass block in the opening south of the portico and with brick in a similar opening on the north
side.
The façade features two more notable components. A limestone cornerstone is located at the
building’s southwest corner just above the belt course. The stone has raised letters providing the
construction date of the first chapel, 1876, and the construction date for the current building,
1912. On the north side of the façade is a metal framed message board with protective glazing.
The north and south (side) elevations of the church are identical (Figures 5 and 6). Both sides
have five fenestration bays each, with a single window matching the arched windows of the
façade, and a former opening between the foundation base and belt course currently infilled with
painted T-111 siding.
The east (rear) elevation of the building has less fenestration. The one-story, rear wing extends
from the face of the east elevation, with the taller section of the wing reaching almost the height
of the main building, and like the main building is topped by a gable roof (Figures 6 and 7).
Extending from the north elevation of the rear wing is lower, shed-roof block. The entire rear
wing has brick exterior walls, and its roof forms are sheathed in asphalt shingles. The shed-roof
addition extends beyond the core block building footprint. The fenestration on the east elevation
of the rear wing consists of a single solid door placed at grade in the center of the structure, and a
glass block window at foundation level north of it. Above the door is a pair of signs identifying
the Masonic Lodge. South of the door is a small, metal ventilation unit. Both north and south
walls of the gable section have two single light, stained glass windows. On the north wall of the
wing is a small, one-over-one, stained glass window. The east and north elevations of the rear
wing also feature a limestone belt course as is utilized on the main building.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple Historic District contains one
historic (contributing) and zero non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The proposed Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple Historic District consists of the
following legal parcels:
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T3N, R11E, SEC 15 ORIGINAL PLAT S 40 FT OF LOT 64, ALL OF LOT 65 & ALSO N 30
FT OF LOT 66.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple Historic District contains the
1912/1913 church/lodge building and its associated property.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
The former Methodist Episcopal Church was built in 1912-1913 (Saint Paul United Methodist
Church [St. Paul UMC] 2008:24). The Methodist Episcopal congregation had been present in
Rochester since 1858, sharing a circuit pastor with other area churches (St. Paul UMC 2008:13).
In 1866, the congregation in Rochester merged with the Stoney Creek congregation and
purchased a former schoolhouse in the village for a worship space (St. Paul UMC 2008:17). In
1876, a chapel was built at the rear of this lot on Walnut Street. At the time, the congregation had
135 members (St. Paul UMC 2008:20).
The vision for the 1912-1913 building was led by Rev. Fred I. Walker, who served the church
from 1910 to 1915 (St. Paul UMC 2008:23). Membership had grown to 175 and Walker
proposed that the growing congregation needed a newer, larger facility that would include a full
basement, kitchen, boiler room, and restrooms, all of which were absent from the 1876 chapel.
The original Walnut Boulevard chapel had been designed to accommodate for additions,
however it was not structurally fit or the properly sited for the scope of work envisioned by the
reverend and congregation.
In 1912, the church employed an architect, “Mr. Butterfield,” to design and prepare plans for the
new church (St. Paul UMC 2008:24). This architect was likely Wells D. Butterfield of Pontiac,
the architect of Southeastern High School in Highland, Michigan, and many other buildings
(Michigan Manufacturer and Financial Record 1916:32). In 1917, he partnered with his
daughter, Emily H. Butterfield, the first female registered architect in Michigan, forming the firm
Butterfield and Butterfield. The pair designed 26 Michigan churches, the majority of which were
Methodist. The Butterfields pioneered transforming church architecture from a meeting hall to a
center of daily community and social activity (Michigan Women’s Historical Center and Hall of
Fame 2015).
With plans in place, demolition of the old chapel began in November of 1912 (Utica Sentinel
1912:5). The new church was completed in a matter of months, with a dedication service held on
June 22, 1913 (Rochester Era 1913:1). The church bell was purchased later that year, and a pipe
organ in 1914. The church was the first in Rochester to have a pipe organ, which was financed
with a grant from the Andrew Carnegie foundation, a large donation from Mrs. John F. Dodge,
smaller contributions, and several discounts by the organ makers (St. Paul UMC 2008:24).
In 1915, the congregation received a new pastor, who relocated to Rochester after serving in
Michigan’s Upper Peninsula. Rev. William H. Collycott would serve the Rochester church and
community for twenty-six years. In 1920, the reverend used his Upper Peninsula connections and
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influence to recruit approximately 200 women for a government contract at Western Knitting
Mills. Most of these women settled in Rochester and attended the Methodist Church. Thus, the
population of the village grew along with the church (St. Paul UMC 2008:25).
The congregation fully paid off its mortgage in 1921. In 1928, the church was completely
remodeled. Presumably affecting only the interior, the remodel included a Reredos (an
ornamental screen/partition behind the altar), a new altar designed by Henry Axford, and the
removal of two rows of pews to enlarge the platform and choir stalls (St. Paul UMC 2008:28).
In 1938, the church name was changed from Methodist Episcopal to St. Paul Methodist Church,
after a national conference united the Methodist Episcopal, Methodist Protestant, and Methodist
Episcopal South churches (St. Paul UMC 2008:27).
During the post-World War II years, the church sought expansion. In 1946, the former parsonage
north of the church (not extant) was converted to programming use, including Sunday School
rooms, Jr. Laymen activities, and church offices (St. Paul UMC 2008:28). The influx of
suburban residents increased church membership substantially. In 1954, the membership count
was at 704, quadruple the number from when the church was built in 1912. This increase in
membership made the need for a new building “mandatory” and the church launched a
fundraising campaign (St. Paul UMC 2008:29). Ground was broken in 1958 for a new church
building on Romeo Road, during the congregation’s one hundredth year, and was completed in
December of 1959 (St. Paul UMC 2008:31).
The Rochester Masonic Lodge No. 5 purchased the Walnut Boulevard building in 1960, moving
from their location in the Masonic Block on Main Street. They remodeled the interior of the
former church to fit the lodge’s needs (Rochester Masonic Lodge #5 1968). The organization
continues to occupy the building presently, although the organization reverted to its historic
name, Stony Creek Lodge No. 5, in 1980 (Stony Creek No. 5 Free and Accepted Masons 2015).
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple Historic District is significant under National
Register Criterion under Criterion A for its association with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of history, under Criterion C, for its embodiment of the
distinctive characteristics of a type of architecture, and Criterion Consideration A for religious
properties. The areas of significance for the district are: architecture, community development,
and social history. The district’s period of significance is 1913, when construction on the
building was completed, up to 1965, as the building has continued to contribute to the
community’s social history within recent years.
The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering, and
culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess integrity of
location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:
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Criterion Consideration A, which states that a religious property is eligible if it derives its
primary significance from architectural or artistic distinction or historical importance.
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
The Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple building is locally significant to Rochester as
a social center and contributor to community growth and development. When the building was
first constructed, the organization had 175 members, which grew to over 700 by the time it
moved to a new building. This made the church a center for social activity for many area
residents. The church membership is directly related to community population, growing along
with Rochester. In 1920, Rev. Collycott recruited 200 new residents to work in the Western
Knitting Mills. Most of these workers joined the church and made their homes in Rochester. The
social aspect of the church building has continued long after the congregation moved in 1959,
housing the Masonic fraternity for the last fifty-five years.
Criterion C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual
distinction.
The Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple building is a good, local example of an early
twentieth-century church building. The brick church is architecturally interesting, with its
classical portico and symmetrical fenestration, including tall, patterned, stained glass, arched
windows; an arched, stained glass transom window over the entrance; and a stained glass wheel
window in the front gable. The elevated foundation, as well as the brick belfry with parapet and
arched openings, adds height to the one-story building, giving it prominence in the
neighborhood. Research suggests that the building is a design by Wells D. Butterfield, a
Michigan architect who specialized in Methodist churches, and would later partner with his
daughter, Emily Butterfield, and pioneered transforming churches from mere meeting spaces to
active community centers.
The church retains an exceptionally high level of architectural integrity, conveying its historic
design, materials, and workmanship. The building form has not changed since its construction,
and retains the original brick sheathing, stained glass windows, and portico. The few changes to
the building include application of aluminum sheathing on the gable wall of the portico and
modern front door, both of which detract very little from the building’s overall integrity.
Although some surrounding buildings have been altered or removed, the overall setting of the
church remains intact. The building clearly conveys its historic associations as a religious
facility.
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Figure 1. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, 318 Walnut Boulevard, Location
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Figure 2. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, 318 Walnut Boulevard, Local Historic District Boundary
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Figure 3. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, Façade and North
Elevation, View to the Southeast

Figure 4. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, Façade, View to
the East
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Figure 5. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, North Elevation,
View to the South

Figure 6. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, South and East
Elevations, View to the Northwest
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Figure 7. Methodist Episcopal Church/Masonic Temple, East and North
Elevations, View to the West-Southwest

