PRELIMINARY HISTORIC DISTRICT STUDY COMMITTEE REPORT
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH/BENEVOLENT AND PROTECTIVE
ORDER OF ELKS LOCAL HISTORIC DISTRICT
301 NORTH WALNUT BOULEVARD
ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN
CHARGE OF THE HISTORIC DISTRICTS STUDY COMMITTEE
In April 2012, the Rochester City Council approved the request by the Rochester Historical
Commission to establish a Historic District Study Committee. The Historic Districts Study
Committee was appointed by Rochester City Council on September 24, 2012. On November 10,
2014, the Rochester City Council adopted Rochester Code of Ordinances, Chapter 27, Historic
Preservation. This ordinance requires that a study committee be appointed prior to the
establishment of a historic district, and shall include a majority of persons who have a clearly
demonstrated interest in, or knowledge of, historic preservation. The study committee is charged
with carrying out an inventory, research, and preparation of a preliminary historic district study
committee report for a proposed historic district following the selection criteria for evaluation
issued by the United States Secretary of the Interior for inclusion of resources in the National
Register of Historic Places, as set forth in 36 CFR part 60, and criteria established or approved
by the Michigan State Historic Preservation Office. Study committee members serve three year
terms. A list of current committee members follows.
STUDY COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Eric Bothwell, a retired graphic designer, has a long history of involvement with the community,
including serving on the Greater Rochester Heritage Days board, the City Beautiful commission,
and both the historical commission and the historic district study committee.
Gail Bothwell is an active member of the Rochester Historical Commission and has a keen
interest in historic preservation. She has been on the Rochester Historic District Study
Committee since it was founded and assisted with surveying the historic resources of Rochester.
Tricia DeMarco is a professional planner, engineer, and LEED accredited certified planner. She
has a Master of Urban Design and Planning and has served on the Historic District Study
Committee since January 2015.
John Dziurman, a registered architect with a practice focused on historic preservation,
meets the federal professional qualification standards for historic architect. He has been a
member of the Rochester Historical Commission since 2009, serving as its liaison to the
Planning Commission since 2012. Additionally, he has served as a member of the Rochester
Historic District Commission for 24 years and it’s Study Committee for 11 years.
Paul Haig is the owner of two Rochester properties, including his ca. 1880 house and the W.
Harvey Greene Building, a restored commercial building in downtown Rochester. In addition to
the restoration of his store, Mr. Haig’s work includes the restoration of art and other objects for
both private owners and museums.
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Gail Kemler has served on various historic district study committees since the early 1970s
working to protect the historic buildings of Rochester.
Michael Paradise has served on various historic district study committees since the early 1970s,
and was a founding member of the Rochester Downtown Development Authority in 1982. Mr.
Paradise has expressed a desire to preserve and maintain the historic structures that add charm
and character to the City of Rochester.
Elaine H. Robinson and Scott Slagor, architectural historians with Commonwealth Cultural
Resources Group, Inc., assisted the study committee in its work.
INVENTORY
A photographic inventory of the proposed district was conducted in 2015 as part of the Rochester
Historic Districts Survey. The photographer for the Congregational Church/ Benevolent and
Protective Order of Elks building was Eric Bothwell, Rochester Historic District Study
Committee. Copies of the inventory forms are located at the Rochester City Hall, the Rochester
Hills Museum, and the State Historic Preservation Office.
DESCRIPTION OF THE DISTRICT
The Congregational Church is located at the northwest corner of the intersection of Walnut
Boulevard and West Third Street (Figures 1 and 2). The building is on the west edge of the
commercial center, with a large surface parking lot occupying the lot directly south of the church
building. To the north of the church building is a former residence that has long been used for
commercial purposes (Figures 3 and 4).
The main body of the one-story, front-gabled, Greek Revival-style building is L-plan in form,
created by an addition to the north elevation of the building. A second addition extends west
from the rear elevation of the former church. This wing is offset to the north to limit its presence
on the street and distinguish it from the main portion of the building.
The original portion of the building has a gable front roof, with a cross gable forming the
northern wing. The rear addition also has a gabled roof, with the section of the roof near the
junction with the original building extending down as a shed roof over the entry to the rear
potion of the building (Figure 5). The former bell tower now has a hipped roof, as does the
small, square cupola that rises from the apex of the main tower roof. Each roof slope is clad with
asphalt shingles. There are two foundation materials utilized on the building, with fieldstone on
the original building and the additions resting on a rock-faced concrete block foundation. Some
window infill has occurred on the rear wing, with modern, smooth, concrete blocks utilized in
these areas. The exterior of the building is clad with wood clapboards, except in the recessed
area around the front entrance where the walls have shiplap siding.
The façade, which fronts on Walnut Boulevard, is divided into three bays defined by pilasters.
Each pilaster has a flat base, fluted shaft, and terminates just below a frieze in an Ionic capital
(see Figure 4). The center fenestration bay consists of an entry flanked with narrow sidelights
2
J-0886/R-1199-54_8/14/2015

and a single-light transom within an elaborate surround. The surround includes smooth pilasters
topped by scroll consoles (the “S” shaped bracket) supporting a frieze and segmentally arched
pediment. Each of the outer two façade fenestration bays includes a small window with similar
molding to the door and houses an eight-light lower sash and fanlight (Figure 6). The arches of
the windows and door surrounds are repeated in a lunette vent positioned in the building’s
pediment directly above the front door. The four Ionic pilasters support a simple architrave,
which juts out directly above the pilasters and has a band of trim running down the center. This
trim detail continues as a cornice across each of the building’s elevations.
On the south elevation, a fluted Ionic pilaster is located on the southeast and southwest corner of
the original church (Figure 7). A 16-light window with a four-pane fanlight is located to the east
of the southwest corner. To the east of this window is a series of three 16-light windows. A series
of three small windows above the 16-light windows are placed in an arrangement that creates a
fanlight-like appearance; however, the top of this fanlight is flat. The westernmost side of this
window arches from the top of the west side of the window below to about halfway across the
window, and then continues straight across. Two panes are located in the arched segment, and
four panes are located in the segment below the flat portion. An eight-light window, with a flat
top, continues across the middle window. The eastern window mirrors the western window in
shape and size.
The north elevation continues the fenestration pattern of the south elevation, including a 16-light
window with four-light fanlight on each elevation, including those of the north wing (Figure 8).
There is wide frieze band around the walls, which rakes the slope of the north-facing gable.
Fluted Ionic pilasters are located at each corner of this elevation that is visible from the street,
including at the intersection of the ells. However, there are no pilasters to the rear (west) of the
ell, except for the northwest corner at the rear of the ell. Like the south elevation, a cornice
identical to the front façade architrave spans the north elevation.
A west elevation of the main portion of the building is largely obscured by the one-story rear
wing. The cornice continues around this side of the building, but terminates in a cornice return
(Figure 9). Wide trim is present in the rakes of the gables. The west wing of the building has a
narrow eight-pane window near the entry on the east end (See Figure 5). Three 16-light windows
are symmetrically spaced on the addition, but lack the fanlights of the original building.
COUNT OF HISTORIC AND NON-HISTORIC RESOURCES
The proposed Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks historic district
contains one historic (contributing) and zero non-historic (non-contributing) resources.
BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
The proposed historic Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks historic
district has the following legal description:
T3N, R11E, SEC 15 ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 87 EXC W 38 FT
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BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
The proposed historic district contains the entire lot on which the building has historically
occupied.
HISTORY OF THE DISTRICT
Originally known as First Congregational Society of Avon, the Society was established in 1827,
and was the first congregation of the denomination in Michigan (Wilson et al 2000:67).
At a meeting of a number of professing Christians on the first day
of July, 1827, pursuant to previous arrangement, for the purpose of
being formed into a church, present also the Rev. Isaac W.
Ruggles, it was resolved that a church be now instituted to be
known and styled the First Congregational Church of the town of
Oakland…(Pray 1986:90).
The first meeting house was a log cabin, but in 1839, when the congregation had grown to 29
members, they constructed their first church building at the corner of Pine and Third Streets in
the Village of Rochester (Pray 1896:90). The new building was described as “a wooden
structure thirty feet by thirty-five feet” (Weick 1987). This building served the congregation until
1854, when they erected the building at the northwest corner of Third Street and Walnut
Boulevard. At that time, the congregation, like the Village of Rochester, had grown
tremendously, with approximately 60 active members (Kemler n.d. )
Rev. S. N. Hill led the building construction. The effort came to a total cost of $26,000,
including the furniture and bell (Kemler n.d.). Part of the cost was offset by the member’s rental
of the pews. The church was dedicated on April 19, 1827, and continued to hold services in the
building for over 100 years (Long and Rzadkowolski 2011:81; Remembering Rochester [RR]
2011). The bell, a 700-pound bronze cast bell, was manufactured by Meneely Company of West
Troy, New York (Rochester Clarion [RC] 1974a:5). The Meneely Company was founded in
1826 by Andrew Meneely, and was also responsible for casting the replacement Liberty Bell (Yu
1997).
With the move to the new building, the congregation could at last leave the major concern of the
church survival behind. Instead, they were able to take up issues such as:
…erecting a new church building and calling a new permanent
minister…Heretical schisms were replaced by committee reports
on slavery (Weick 1987).
Other social issues also were given their attention as well. This is illustrated by a resolution
passed by the congregation during Rev. N. J. Morrison’s pastorate in 1858:
At a meeting of the First Congregations Society of Avon held at
the meeting house on Saturday the sixth day of February 1858, it
was resolved that the Trustees and minister of the Society may
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open the meeting house for such public lectures as they may deem
proper and in no place to interfere with other arrangements or
appointments of the minister (First Congregational Church 1992).
The church continued to thrive, with more members joining, and its facilities being used for
community functions. In 1914, the church was updated when Lt. Samuel Harris, a Civil War
veteran, donated the organ (Kemler n.d.). Additional changes were made to the original building
in 1920 and again in 1925, but by 1952, it was apparent that the congregation was outgrowing
the facility. Additionally, the greater number of automobiles being driven to the church (and
others in the same area) caused serious issues that resulted in launching a financial drive for a
new building (Kemler n.d.). Two years later, a site was purchased and new parsonage erected,
but it would be another six years before the new church was completed.
On July 23, 1961, the church at the northeast corner of Walnut and Third Street hosted the final
service of the First Congregational Church (RC 1961). The church had served the congregation
for 105 years, but a new church better able to accommodate their growing numbers, was standing
ready for them at 1315 N. Pine Street. With their departure from their former home, the
congregation left behind their original bell, but this would be corrected by a future property
owner.
At the same time the Congregational Church was moving to their new home, a meeting of the
Michigan Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks [BPOE] Association New Lodge Committee
was held in Pontiac. The February 1961 meeting was to determine if there was enough interest
to establish another Elks Lodge in the area. Following a series of almost weekly meetings, it was
determined that there was plenty of interest to support a new Lodge in the Rochester area. Lodge
#2225 was officially instituted in April 30, 1961, under the sponsorship of the Pontiac Lodge, A
vote was taken on July 27 to make an offer on the old Congregational Church on the corner of
Third and Walnut (Silver Anniversary Committee 1986). In September 1961, the 54 Lodge
members voted to purchase the building for $35,000, with the intention of using the facility for
their meeting location (Jackson 1969:86). The group made modifications to the original
structure, including the removal of the pews and organ and the construction of a stag bar in the
basement, with most of the work and materials donated by the members of the Lodge (Silver
Anniversary Committee 1986).
The former church became the site of meetings, dances, and other activities sponsored by the
Lodge for the next few years. However, by September 1963, a complaint was filed against the
Lodge for operating without a liquor license (Silver Anniversary Committee 1986). Their
proximity to several active churches in the area also meant that they would not be able to obtain
such a license and remain in the former Congregational Church. Almost immediately, the search
for a new location was launched and financing the move was made a priority of the Lodge.
Meanwhile, the publication Reflections, issued to celebrate the twenty-fifth anniversary of the
Lodge, noted that:
Meanwhile, the House Committee had quietly restarted some of
our club activities. A New Years [sic] Eve Dance had been held
successfully. The stag bar had reopened with curtailed hours and
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with no guests allowed. We were operating a “Blind Pig” again
but on a much smaller scale (Silver Anniversary Committee 1986).
A new site was located by the Lodge in 1964, and in early 1965, construction on the new
building was underway. It was sometime in 1966 that the Lodge, then consisting of over 370
member, moved out of the former church (Silver Anniversary Committee 1986; Jackson
1969:86).
The former church changed hands a number of times over the next several decades. It was
occupied by Bernard’s Interiors for a time, then in the mid-1970s, the building was purchased by
Alex Day, LaMont Givens, Dennis Vandevelde, and Carl Reed, who “planned to create a
different and enjoyable place for customers to visit and purchase merchandise” (RC 1974b:5).
The vision of the new owners was to add “a touch of medieval Europe to Rochester,” by
converting the exterior of the building into a Medieval castle (RC 1974b:5).
While the former church steeple was, in part, a piece of their vision, the bell was not. The new
building owners very generously donated the bell (still in place from when the church was
dedicated in 1854) to the original owners. Thirteen years after the congregation left the church on
Walnut Street for a new facility, the bell from the church was removed from the earlier building
and moved to the new church (RC 1974a:1).
The castle motif did not fare well in Rochester, with the building changing hands again in less
than five years, perhaps because many of the local community considered the church was
“suffering an indignity” with the faux façade (RR 2011). The new owners, Kenneth and Debbie
Eslick, along with their architect, Francis Bartlett, began the process to restore the building. The
removal of the faux castle walls began in early August 1979, with plans to have the restoration to
a “very close approximation of the original church” completed by September of that year (RC
1979:1). A week later, the stripped building was pictured in the local newspaper, lauding the
removal of the “Disneyland-like façade” (Rochester Eccentric 1979).
Since the 1970s the building has housed a number of retail and restaurants. The former church
currently houses a variety of businesses, including the Rochester Brunch House restaurant and
Designhaus Architecture.
SIGNIFICANCE OF THE DISTRICT
The Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks is locally significant under
National Register Criterion A, for its association with a pattern of historical events, and Criterion
C, for its embodiment of the distinctive characteristics of a type of architecture. The areas of
significance are community development, social history, religion, and architecture. Additionally,
Criterion Consideration A for religious properties is also applicable based on the building’s
architecture and its role in the community as a center for public meetings/gatherings. The
district’s period of significance is from 1854 to 1966, and includes the date of its construction,
the time it played an important social role in the community as the Congregational Church, and
through the time it was occupied by the fraternal organization, the Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks Lodge #2225.
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The National Register Criteria
The quality of significance in American history, architecture, archaeology, engineering,
and culture is present in districts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that possess
integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association,
and:
Criterion A. That are associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the
broad patterns of our history.
Very early in its history, the Congregational Church made moves to become relevant to society.
This was done through several means. First, they worked to educate themselves and their
community on slavery. While little appears in the literature about this effort, it is clear that it was
an important issue, as the conversation was among the first taken up by the congregation.
Early in the history of the church, within just a few years of building their meeting house on
Walnut Boulevard, the congregation voted to allow public use of the facility for presentations,
such as lectures and other events that would not conflict with the schedules or needs of the
congregation itself. To this end, there were often articles in the local paper regarding meetings,
musical evenings, and other such gatherings.
Even after the Congregational Church moved to a new location, the new owners were very aware
of the need for social interaction. As the home of a newly formed Benevolent and Protective
Order of Elks, Rochester Lodge #2225, the building housed meetings, dances, and other social
gatherings for almost the entirety of their five-year tenure in the building.
Criterion Consideration A states that a religious property is eligible if it derives its primary
significance from architectural or artistic distinction or historical importance.
Criterion C. That embody the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction, or that represent the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or
that represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack
individual distinction.
The Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks building is an excellent and
early example of the Greek Revival style. Constructed in 1827, the building includes many of
the features associated with the style, such as bold classical details and architraves (the elaborate
moldings directly above the pilaster capitals) built in a post-and-lintel arrangement (a type of
construction where two upright members [posts] support a third member [lintel]) (Gordon
1992:79). Generally, Greek Revival buildings have ornamentation that seems large for the scale
of the overall building, often include columns or pilasters with Doric or Ionic capitals, and
includes cornice returns and heavy entablatures (includes the architrave, frieze, and cornice).
The Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks includes all of these
features. The only departures are the segmentally arched pediment over the front entrance,
which may be a surviving influence from the earlier Federal style, and the use of fanlights and
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curves at the corners of the window openings. All of the windows in the building have been
replaced, likely following its time as a Medieval castle, but have retained the historic openings.
The building retains an exceptionally high level of architectural integrity, conveying its historic
design, materials, and workmanship. The building form has not changed since the last major
addition was made in the 1920s, and it retains most of its original construction materials. The
few changes to the building include removal of the original stained glass windows in the
sanctuary and all other windows in the building, but these changes were made largely within the
original window openings. The front door has also been replaced with a modern, partially glazed
door with single-light sidelights and transom. Some of the historic setting has also been retained,
including several of the area churches (that once resulted in Walnut Boulevard being known as
Church Street), and the Chapman house immediately to the north. The building clearly conveys
its historic associations as a religious facility.
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Figure 1. Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut Boulevard, Location
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Figure 2. Congregational Church/Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut Boulevard, Local Historic District Boundary
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Figure 3. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, Streetscape, View to the Northwest

Figure 4. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, Façade, View to the West

Figure 5. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, South Elevation, View to the Northeast

Figure 6. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, Detail Front Entrance, View to the West

Figure 7. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, Façade and South Elevation, View to the Northwest

Figure 8. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, Detail North Wing, View to the West Southwest

Figure 9. Congregational Church and Protective Order of Elks, 301 Walnut
Boulevard, Detail West Elevation, View to the East

