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Mayor Rob Ray
rray@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Kim Russell
krussell@rochestermi.org

Construction Updates
Sanitary Sewer Lining:

Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

A majority of the pipes have been cleaned and lining is approximately 30% complete,
with limited night work. The MDOT permit has been issued for the lining project on Main
Street. This will involve some temporary lane closures, traffic shifts and limited night work.
Additional information can be found at www.rochestermi.org/construction.
Sanitary Sewer Open-Cut Replacements:

Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Lounsbury, Wilcox, Fourth and Fraser Street repairs have been completed and contractor
will be working on restoration issues. Additional open cut work will be scheduled on the
alleyway east of Main Street (north and south of Second Street), First Street (Taylor to
the western City Limits), Pine Street (north of Fourth), and University east of Main Street.
Dates for this work have not been set as of the date of this publication as the City is still
working out the scope of services and associated costs with the contractor.
Sanitary Sewer Manhole Repairs:
The contractor has begun working on the manhole repairs that are required in pavement
areas. The contractor will be working on 15-20 manholes at a time. This work will involve
temporary closures around the manholes that could last up to seven (7) days to allow for
cure time on the concrete collars.

Council Member Ben Giovanelli
bgiovan@rochestermi.org

Sidewalk Repairs:
The sidewalk repair contractor is wrapping up the 2018 repair work. All restoration should
be completed by early August.
Ludlow:

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Ludlow construction began in mid-July. The road will be closed to through traffic, but open
to residents. Access to the Community House and the businesses on Ludlow will remain at all
times during the course of construction. The anticipated completion date is mid-November
2018. Additional information is posted online at www.rochestermi.org/ludlow.
Albertson/Romeo Realignment:
An informational meeting was held with the public in June. The City will begin working
with MDOT on potential conceptual plans and will begin the design process over the
Summer of 2018. Anticipated construction for this project is Spring of 2020.

Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org
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Downtown Rochester
Event Calendar
Farmers’ Market
Every Saturday:
May - October
8:00 am – 1:00 pm
E. Third & Water
Rockin’ Rods in Rochester
August 12
Walnut Blvd.
9:00 am- 4:00 pm
Junk in the Trunk
August 18
9:00 am - 1:00 pm
E. Third and Water
Art & Apples Festival
September 7 - 9
4:00 pm
Rochester Municipal Park
Farm to Table Dinner
September 16
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Walnut Blvd.
Clinton River Clean Up
September 22
9 am - 11 am
Rochester Mills Oktoberfest
September 28 - 29
7:00 pm
400 Water Street
Rochester Posed
October 4
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester

Junk
in the
Trunk

Art &
Apples
Festival

August 18
9:00 am 1:00 pm
E. Third
and Water

September
7-9
Rochester
Municipal Park

Fill your
trunk with crafts, collectibles
and curiosities to sell and park in
downtown for the return of Junk in
the Trunk! Rochester businesses, area
residents and crafters are welcome to
participate as vendors. Popular items
for resale are furniture, collectibles,
glassware, vintage, clothing
accessories and more.
For more information, call
(248) 656-0060 or visit
downtownrochestermi.com.

The 2018 Art
& Apples Festival will feature nearly
300 artist booths displaying and
selling work in a variety of mediums.
The suggested $5 tax-deductible
donation entrance fee provides
funding for Paint Creek Center for the
Arts and partner organizations: St.
John Rochester Youth Group, Music
Shapes, Adams High School Boys
Swim, Rochester College Theatre
Department and Onyx Theatre
Troupe – Skating Team. For more
information about Paint Creek Center
for the Arts and the Art & Apples
Festival, visit www.pccart.org.

Farm to Table Dinner
Sunday September 16
5:00 pm
Walnut Blvd.
Enjoy a one-of-a-kind, al fresco dining experience
celebrating the farm-fresh flavors of the fall harvest.
Tickets include a three-course dinner, wine, beer
and entertainment. All event proceeds benefit
Downtown Rochester events and programs.
For tickets and more information, call (248) 656-0060 or visit
downtownrochestermi.com.

Rochester Posed
October 4
Downtown Rochester
5:00 pm – 9:00 pm
Join us in Downtown Rochester for an evening of shopping, dining and live mannequins!
Live mannequins will be “posed” in storefronts from 7:00 – 9:00 pm. This year’s theme is “I
Love the 80s.” If you are interested in participating or if you would like more information,
call (248) 656-0060 or visit downtownrochestermi.com.

he
i love t

Thursday, October 4

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.Downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester

Live Mannequin Night
7:00 – 9:00 pm

Interested in participating or want more information?
Call 248.656.0060 or visit
downtownrochestermi.com.
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DIAL-A-DUMP
Remodeling your home? The Department of Public Works can help
with their residential Dial-A-Dump Program. For a $50 charge, the
Rochester DPW will park a 3-yard dump truck at your residence
between 2:30 pm and 3:00 pm. You can fill up the bed of the truck,
and the truck will be picked up following business day by 8:00
am by our staff! Dial-A-Dump is intended for household waste
only, and excludes hazardous materials, landscaping materials,
and overweight construction materials. For more information and
specification on restrictions, please call the City at (248) 651-9061.

Rochester Police Vacation
Safety Check Program

Do I Need a Building
Permit for That?

Vacation planning does not end when you have mapped out
your travel and picked out your hotel. It is important to have
a plan to ensure your home’s safety when you are gone. To
avoid the telltale signs you are not home, follow these tips:

To ensure the health, safety and welfare
of our residents and businesses, the City
requires permits for certain construction.
Some common improvements that
residents may be unaware
require permits are:
• All swimming pools, hot tubs and spas
that are capable of holding 24” of
water or more.
• Replacement of driveway approaches.
• All electrical work.
• Furnace replacement.
• Water heater replacement.

1) Put a hold on your mail and newspapers.
2) Ask a neighbor to mow the
lawn while you’re gone (you can
offer to return the favor when
you get back).
3) Use automatic timing lights
and a radio in different rooms
to create the appearance of
movement.
4) Call your Rochester Police
Department for a Vacation Safety
Check at (248) 651-9621. Please
give them at least three days
notice.

Weekend and Holiday Construction
If you are planning on making home improvements, please remember that
if you are doing any Saturday construction that requires a permit (which
includes, deck building or repair, re-roofing, major tree trimming, tree
removal using power saws, building an addition, installing a swimming
pool, constructing a fence and concrete work), you will need to contact
the Building Department in advance and request a special permit for
Saturday work, which generally will approve work from 9am to 5pm on
Saturday only. Construction work of this type is not allowed on Sundays
or holidays. Landscaping work does not require a special Saturday permit.
If you have hired a contractor to do work on your property, contractors
are responsible for calling the Building Department at (248) 651-9061 to
request a special Saturday permit.

All of these items require permits,
regardless if the homeowner or a
contractor is doing the work. Failure to
receive proper permitting from the City
can result in penalties, such as fines and
proper permitting costs.
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2018 - 2019 Budget Adopted
The City Council has adopted the balanced Fiscal Year Ending (FYE) 2019 Budget.
The FYE 2019 Budget transitioned to our new financial software (BS&A) and used the
“results budgeting” methodology that combines traditional program budgeting and
line-item control with management by objective systems that goes beyond traditional
budgeting to become a directional mechanism for accomplishment of results desired
by the City Council and the community.
The City Council shows true leadership with investment in community assets (water,
sewer and roads), along with fiscal discipline and commitment to core government
services. This provides a solid base for the City as it continues to be the top choice for residents and businesses.
Credit for the positive direction of the City ultimately goes to City Council for its policy direction, which valued
feedback from residents (2017 Survey) and businesses, data from software improvements, and the short-term and
long-term plans that are being developed by staff.
The primary goal of the budget document is to present the City of Rochester’s financial plan for the coming fiscal
year in a format that is comprehensive and easy to understand. Residents are encouraged to visit the City website,
www.rochestermi.org/budget, to review this year’s final budget.

Preventative Maintenance for our Water System
Everybody knows that hydrants are essential to provide water for fire protection, but they
also serve a critical role in ensuring customers receive reliable, quality water service at their
homes or business. Hydrants are necessary to improve water quality by removing mineral and
sediment deposits that accumulate in the pipes over time.
The process is known as hydrant flushing, and it is an essential maintenance procedure all
water providers must perform periodically to ensure the delivery of water that meets state and
federal drinking water standards.
During flushing activities, hydrants are opened for a limited period at strategic points of
the system, moving water through the pipes at a high speed to discharge the minerals and
sediments that settle in the pipes over time. Flushing also helps to maintain flow and pressure
in the water system.
Customers may experience fluctuation in water pressure or the temporary presence of
sediment in their water during flushing periods, but the condition is temporary and poses
no health hazard. If water appears cloudy or discolored, residents should run cold water in a
utility sink or tub until it runs clear again. Water service should not be interrupted by flushing
activities.
More information will be available on the City’s website regarding the times and locations
where hydrant flushing will occur. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact Public
Works at (248) 651 - 5165.

Commercial Parking on City Streets
From time to time, questions come up on commercial vehicle and trailer parking on city
streets. Commercial vehicles are permitted to be parked during work hours while in the actual
performance of work. Commercial vehicles are described as longer than 18 feet in length and
easily identified as a work vehicle by markings or registration. Trailers (connected to vehicles or
not) cannot be parked overnight on City streets. It is always important to be considerate of your
neighbors when either trucks or trailers are parked on the street. A little communication between
neighbors can help ease concerns about these vehicles. If vehicles appear to be in violation of
City ordinances, please contact the police department to provide them with information about
the vehicle, how long it has been parked and the apparent use. An officer will be dispatched to
investigate. Please call (248) 656-0732 to make reports or ask questions.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

DPW & Parks Director:
Shannon Filarecki
sfilarecki@rochestermi.org

FOG Prevention
Fats, oils, and greases (FOG) are byproducts of cooking found in food
scraps, meat fats, lard, cooking oil, butter,
margarine and shortening. FOG can create
severe pollution problems in our City, as
grease poured down a drain will eventually
cool, harden and form a blockage in the
sewer pipe.
When sewer pipes on private property back
up, the homeowner is responsible for the
cleanup. Preventing sewer backups from
FOG blockages saves residents money and
protects the environment.
Follow These Tips: Pour or scrape greasy
or oily food waste into a container or
jar. Allow grease to cool or freeze in the
container before throwing it in the trash.
Mix liquid vegetable oil with an absorbent
material such as cat litter or coffee grounds
in a seal-able container before throwing it
in the trash. Keep drains clean by pouring
½ cup baking soda down the drain followed
by ½ cup vinegar. Wait 10 to 15 minutes and
then rinse with hot water.
Do Not: Pour fat, oil, or grease down drains
or garbage disposals. Use hot water to
rinse grease off cookware, utensils, dishes
or surfaces.
For additional information, please head
over to www.rochestermi.org/fog.

2018 NO HAZ Dates
and Locations:
•

Saturday, September 8, 2018

Oakland County Service Center
Campus
1200 N. Telegraph Road, Pontiac
(Exact location on campus to be
announced on NoHaz.com)
•

Saturday, October 13, 2018

Oakland Community College,
Highland Lakes Campus
7350 Cooley Lake Road,
Waterford
(Enter from Hospital Road)
For more information, please visit
www.NoHaz.com or call
(248) 858-5656.

Fire Study
The City has conducted a fire
study due to the city’s growing
population density and response
times. To learn more about what
the city is discussing, please visit:
www.rochestermi.org/firestudy.

Pet Waste & Clean Water
Animal waste contains harmful bacteria, and when left on the
ground, can be carried to our waterways when it rains. Follow
these simple steps to protect our lakes, rivers, and beaches.
Dispose of it promptly and properly – Whether in your yard or on a walk, promptly
dispose of your pet’s waste in the trash.
Pick up before lawn watering – Pick up after your pets before watering your yard or
cleaning patios or driveways. Don’t use a hose to clean pet waste off driveways or
sidewalks.
Share the message – When at a dog park, community meeting, or talking with
friends, spread the word about the positive impact picking up after your pet can
have on water quality.
Don’t treat ducks or geese as pets – Feeding ducks and geese may seem harmless,
but, in fact, can be a nuisance to people and harmful to our water. This can create
unnaturally high populations and problems in parks and lakes. Waterfowl waste can
pollute our water with harmful bacteria.
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Protect the Trees!
The City of Rochester values its urban canopy. Before
any regulated tree with a diameter of seven (7”) inches
or greater is removed from public or private property,
the City must be notified and consulted in order to avoid
being penalized.
Permits for tree removal are free, and by contacting the
City first, you prevent yourself from garnering a heavy
fine. For more information, contact the Deputy City
Manager & Professional Forester, Nik Banda, to discuss
the removal of any trees at (248) 651-9061, or email him
directly at nbanda@rochestermi.org.

Green For Life (GFL) Environmental
Services and the City of Rochester
want you to recycle! Every
residential property in the City
is able to receive a free 65-gallon recycling cart.
These larger recycling carts can replace the smaller
20-gallon totes that the City has provided for free
in the past. If you are interested in receiving a free
large recycling cart delivered to your home, please
contact Green For Life at (844) 464-3587, or visit
www.gflusa.com.

Did You Know?

2018 Election
Primary: August 7, 2018

Don’t Forget
to Recycle!

General: November 6, 2018

Be sure you’re ready to vote in 2018.
First, are you REGISTERED? Check that you are
registered at your current address at mi.gov/vote. If
you are not, or need to make a change, contact the City
Clerk’s Office for assistance. Persons must be registered
to vote 30 days prior to an election. The deadline to
be registered for the August 7, 2018 election was July
9, 2018. The deadline for the November 6, 2018 election
is October 9, 2018. Persons can register to vote at any
Secretary of State’s Office, the local Clerk’s office or by
mail with restrictions.
Second, ABSENTEE BALLOTS: Absentee ballots are
available as early as 45 days before an election, so don’t
wait! Call the City Clerk’s office for an application as soon
as you know you’ll need an absentee ballot.
Last, POLLS WILL BE OPEN from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m.
on every Election Day.
If you have any questions regarding elections, please call
the City Clerk’s office at (248) 651-9061.

Rochester has been added as a DIA Inside|Out
Community for 2018. A total of 10 pieces will be
installed the first week of August and will remain on
display through October 31.
Can you find them all before a map is published?
The Clinton River Watershed Council’s (CRWC’s)
Annual Clinton Cleanup rallies volunteers from
around the watershed with the goal of getting
together to help clean up the Clinton River, its
watershed and Lake St. Clair. The City of Rochester
will be hosting trash cleanups along the Riverwalk
and Clinton River Trail on September 22 from 9
am - 11 am. T-shirts, gloves, and trash bags will be
distributed, and lunch will be provided following the
cleanup.
For more information or to register, please contact
Jason Dickinson at the Public Works office at
(248) 349-8806 or email
JDickinson@rochestermi.org.

