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COVID-19 Vaccine: When it’s your turn,
roll up your sleeve and get vaccinated!
Mayor Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

It’s hard to imagine a time when we didn’t know COVID-19 existed. Now when people say
“virus,” we know what they mean. The impact of COVID-19 on our lives, our activities, and
our freedom has affected us all. The responsibility is ours, as a community, to help stop this
virus. Now we have a new, safe, and effective tool to help us do that—COVID-19 vaccines.
Getting vaccinated adds an important layer of protection for you, your family, and loved
ones. Here are some things you should know about the COVID-19 vaccine:

Mayor Pro Tem Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

•

All COVID-19 vaccines
currently available in the
United States are very
effective at preventing the
disease, with additional ones
coming.

•

The most common side
effects are pain in the arm
where you got the shot,
feeling tired, headache, body
aches, chills, and fever.

•

Stopping a pandemic
requires using all the tools we have available — wearing masks, staying at least 6 feet
apart from people who don’t live with you, avoiding crowds and poorly ventilated

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

spaces, washing your hands frequently, and getting vaccinated.
We want everyone in our community to be safe and get back to hugging our families and
friends and shaking hands with our neighbors. We all play a part in this effort, and everyone’s
participated is needed.
If you have questions about vaccination clinics in Oakland County, please contact the
Oakland County Health Division at 800-848-5533.
If you have questions about the COVID-19 vaccine, visit CDC’s FAQs web page:

Council Member Mark Albrecht
malbrecht@rochestermi.org

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/vaccines/faq.html

Scan to go to the City’s
COVID-19 web info:

Council Member Amanda Harrison
aharrison@rochestermi.org

Council Member Steve Sage
ssage@rochestermi.org

Pandemic Hours & Information
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the City of
Rochester has updated payment options for the health
and safety of the public and staff. As of April 5th, City Hall
is opened Monday, Wednesday and Friday 10:00 a.m. 2:00 p.m.
1.

MAIL (To: City of Rochester Treasurer, 400 Sixth
Street, Rochester, MI 48307-1483)

2.

DROP BOX (Located in the parking lot on the west
side of City Hall)

3.

ONLINE (Credit Card or E-Check Payments, additional
fees may be applied)

4.

IN PERSON by APPOINTMENT: Please check the City
website, www.rochestermi.org, for updates.
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COVID-19 Resources

City Master Plan

For the most recent information regarding Michigan’s response to the
COVID-19 pandemic, please visit www.michigan.gov/coronavirus.
This webpage provides the latest epidemic orders from the Michigan
Department of Health and Human services, answers to frequently
asked questions, COVID-19 testing sites, information on the Safer
Dining Program, contact information, and much more.
To directly contact them you can call the COVID-19 Hotline at
888-535-6136 or email COVID19@michigan.gov.
The City created a webpage www.rochestermi.org/covid that
provides on one page many of the COVID-19 resources that are
relevant to our region. This page is updated frequently, and with
Oakland County Health Department, state of Michigan Health and
Human Services, and CDC sites, contains useful facts and information.

Downtown Rochester Farmers’
Market
Every Saturday
May 1 – October 30
E. Third & Water

Celebrating its 21st season, the Farmers’ Market
is a frequent stop for area residents to enjoy the
vibrant colors, aromas and flavors of southeast
Michigan’s growing season. Located at the
corner of E. Third and Water Street, just one
block east of Main Street, the market is open
every Saturday, May 1 through October 30, from
8 am – 1 pm. The market features only Michigangrown (or made) products including vegetables,
fruits, flowers, container gardens, fresh cut
flowers, herbs, homemade baked goods, gnocchi,
jams and jellies, honey, maple syrup, locally
roasted coffee and various certified organic
products including eggs, beef and chicken.

Last year, the City started our
next Master Plan process. This
June, the City will be hosting
public meetings. Please, visit
www.rochestermasterplan.org
for updates,
information, and
meeting dates.

Deck Art 2021
Downtown Rochester
Registration opens February 1st!
May 13 & 14
Downtown Rochester is calling all artists: Elementary
School, Middle School, High School, College, and Adult
to participate in downtown Rochester’s 11th Annual
Skateboard Art Competition & Exhibition: Deck Art
2021. Artists are asked to provide their unique work on
a blank skateboard deck. Winning pieces will be picked
in each category by a panel of judges, and prizes will be
awarded. Artist registration forms can be found online at
www.downtownrochestermi.com.
Submit completed registration forms to South Street
Skate shop (410 Main). There is a registration fee of
$20.00 (plus tax) for one blank skateboard deck. The
registration deadline is Friday, April 9. Deck Art is
scheduled for May 13 & 14. Downtown Rochester will host
both the Thursday Night Kickoff on May 13, and Friday
Night Crawl on May 14, both from 5:00 – 9:00 pm. The
events will include unique artwork, music, shopping and
more. For further information call (248) 656-0060.

For more information about the market, please
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or contact
the Rochester DDA office at (248) 656-0060.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!

visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester
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Tree Removal Permits
New for 2021, the City Council adopted
modifications to the existing Tree Ordinance
which include adding instituting a $50 fee for
the processing of Tree Removal Permits, and
established an Ad Hoc Tree Committee.
The Tree Committee is tasked with assisting City
staff in communicating the City’s desire to continue
to not only protect the existing Tree Canopy
Citywide, but increase it with an aggressive tree
planting/education and preservation plan.
The Tree Committee will work with staff and submit
a yearly accounting report identifying our removals,
plantings and effect on the tree canopy the first
quarter of each year to City Council and the public.
They will also be the first point of review for any
requests that are made to remove Landmark or
Historic Trees. The Committee is comprised of
three Councilpersons, a resident, and a business
representative, all who have a passion for keeping
the City of Rochester a Tree City USA for years to
come!
More information regarding modifications to the
Tree Ordinance, new Tree Removal Permits, and the
Tree Committee visit:
www.rochestermi.org/361/Tree-Removal

Don’t Chop Down That Tree!
The City values our urban canopy.
Before any regulated tree with a diameter of
seven (7”) inches or greater is removed from
public or private property, the City must be
notified and consulted in order to avoid being
penalized.
Permits for tree removal are $50, and by
contacting the City first, you prevent yourself
from getting fined.
For more information, contact the City’s Deputy
City Manager & Professional Forester, Nik
Banda, to discuss the removal of any trees at
(248) 651-9061, or email him directly at
nbanda@rochestermi.org.

Exercise Equipment or Weights
Wanted
The City of Rochester is wondering if anyone
is looking to donate gently used or newer
exercise equipment or
weights to the City. The
equipment and/or weights
would be placed in our
employee Wellness Room.
Email: HR@rochestermi.org

Save Your Spot: Oakland County’s Vaccine Program
The County continues to use the “Save Your Spot” sign-up as a virtual line for residents interested in
receiving the COVID vaccine. While demand continues to exceed supply this allows us to organize our
distribution. When you are eligible to set an appointment and vaccine doses are available, we will contact
you by phone, text, or email. We do this each week in small
increments as soon as we know how many doses we are receiving
from the state each week.
The Health Division is now vaccinating eligible residents and
workers from health care, long-term care; law enforcement, fire
and EMS; education staff, and individuals 16 years and older who
live or work in Oakland County. And this group continues to be
expanded.
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Heroes Point’s Pollinator Garden
The newest pollinator garden was recently planted at the Heroes Point at Rochester Fire Station on
the corner of Second and Third Street. Fall was a great time to plant hardy Michigan native plants as
gardens will be furthered established when spring arrives. The Rochester Pollinators would like to thank
Fire Chief John Cieslik for providing the opportunity to enhance this
wonderful memorial space with native plants. Four garden areas were
planted with Purple Coneflowers, Cardinal Flowers, Rose and Butterfly
Milkweed, Goldenrods and much more. Nectar-rich annuals will be
planted in the spring to fill in the gardens with added color and texture.
Jane Giblin, a leader in the Rochester Garden Club, a member of the
Rochester Pollinators Committee and Master Gardener, took the lead in
designing the gardens, donating her time and a variety of the plants.
With three volunteers, Jackie Bracken, Stephanie Smith and Marilyn
Trent, the gardens were planted carefully in anticipation of many
visitors enjoying the space. “I had admired the Rochester Municipal
Park’s butterfly garden and thought it would be fitting for Heroes
Point to have something similar,” said Fire Chief John Cieslik. “I was
extremely happy when the Rochester Pollinators agreed to assist us in
this endeavor by creating our own pollinator garden for all to enjoy. “The Rochester Municipal Park
Butterfly Garden has been getting Lots of High Praise and Lots of Butterfly and Human Visitors.
The Rochester Municipal Park has received so much positive
feedback that it was decided, by the City, to enlarge it next
spring. The plan is to double the size and to install a new
swing set for added enjoyment. And if that isn’t enough,
informational signage will be installed, courtesy of the
Rochester Pollinators and City Beautiful Commission. The
pollinator sign will inform visitors of the multiple benefits
of native plants, the life cycle of the Monarch butterfly, and
more. Last but not least, a human-size Monarch butterfly
wings is planned for the north side of the Walnut Street
parking structure wall. You are invited to snap a picture of
yourself and others with the butterfly wings and share it on
Facebook @RochesterPollinators. To find information about
the Rochester Pollinators, garden plans, Michigan native
plants and more go to www.rochestermi.org/pollinators
rochestermi.org/pollinators.

Yard Waste
Yard Waste Drop-off for residents is available to City residents
only. Compost and yard waste can no longer be dropped off
near the Community Garden, but if a resident has yard waste
that they need to dispose of, they can visit the Department of
Public Works (DPW) from Monday through Friday between
the hours of 8:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. To drop off residential
yard waste, residents will need to park outside the DPW
gate or use the intercom button to come through the gate and then stop at the first building.
Residents will be asked to show proof of residency (drivers license with address is preferred)
and will then be directed to the location for drop-off. If you have any questions, please feel free
to contact the DPW at (248) 651-5165.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:

(248) 733-3700 OR
(248) 651-9061

Department of Public
Works:
(248) 651-5165

Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165

EMERGENCY:
9-1-1

Help Protect Our Watershed
This spring and summer, we are asking
individuals to keep an eye out for invasive
European Frog-bit. This invasive plant
species can cause negative impacts on
native aquatic plants and other organisms
that live within our freshwater resources.
European Frog-bit looks like a miniature
water lily with tiny, quarter sized “heart
shaped” leaves.
If you suspect you have found this plant,
please report it to CRWC or directly to the
State at EGLE-WRD-ANC@michigan.gov or 517-284-5593.

Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621

Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 841-1439

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda

Lawn Care for
Cleaner Rivers,
Lakes, & Beaches
•

•

sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio

•

amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

•

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Randy McClure
rmcclure@rochestermi.org

Public Works Assistant
Director:
Jeremy Richert
jrichert@rochestermi.org

WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Follow these tips to safely grow
a green lawn:

nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm

Single Use Plastics

•

Fertilizers with slow-release
nitrogen and low phosphorus
content will protect water
quality and support healthy
grass. Avoid weed-and feed
products which can add
unnecessary herbicides to your
landscape.
Keep a 15-foot buffer along
waterfronts in your yard by
not fertilizing or just letting the
grass grow. A buffer helps keep
grass clippings and fertilizer
from entering the water, causing
algaeproblems, and can also
help discourage geese.
Do not dump lawn clippings
intp drains, ditches, or streets,
instead sweep or blow fertilizer
and grass clippings back onto
the lawn. This prevents clippings
from getting into storm drains
and ditches, leading to rivers,
lakes, and beaches.
Set your mower deck high (3
inches) to establish strong,
healthy roots and shade out
weeds. Leave clippings on your
lawn to return nutrients to the
soil.
Making your lawn smaller by
creating more planting areas
with native plants will help
infiltrate more water and reduce
the amount getting into storm
drains.

If you use:
•

Plastic grocery bags

•

Disposable coffee cups

•

Plastic straws

•

Plastic Water bottles

•

K-cups or single serve coffee

•

Plastic drink stirrers, plastic sandwich
bags, plastic plates, plastic cutlery

Here are some easy alternatives to
common single-use plastics:
•

Keep reusable bags in your car, bag
or purse, and bring them with you.

•

Use a reusable thermos or mug.

•

Opt for no straw or use a paper or
metal straw.

•

Carry a refillable water bottle.

•

Use a reusable coffee pod or make an
entire pot.

•

Use a wooden stirrer.

•

Use reusable food storage containers.

•

Use and wash your normal dishware.

•

Keep reusable cutlery with you or use
compostable cutlery.
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City Reminders for Spring
•

Please cut grass before it reaches six (6”) inches in height.

•

Do not blow grass clippings into City streets to help prevent debris from
clogging storm drains.

•

Do not store unlicensed or inoperable vehicles outdoors.

•

Reminder that pet owners keep all lawns and public areas free from
animal waste and leftover food.

•

Limit the amount of firewood stored on a property to two face cords;
and firewood must be stored above ground in an orderly manner in the
Clinton River Trail by Michele Vincent (2019)
backyard.

•

Request that residents use best judgement with regards to burning
wood in order to maintain air quality for our residents. (City officials will administer the Ringelmann smoke chart
to determine whether a case is in violation of the City ordinance on firewood smoke.)

•

Regulate compost piles, addressing such issues as size, ocation, and composition.

•

Reminder that all exterior lighting shall be so installed that the surface of the source of light shall not be visible
from any bedroom window, and shall be so arranged as far as practical to reflect light away from any residential
area.

•

Do not pour oil or other solvents down storm drains or sanitary sewers as this creates sewer backups and pollutes
the waterways.

A Notice of Violation will be issued if a property is not properly maintained. To report property maintenance violations,
please contact the Fire Department at (248) 651- 4470 or online at www.rochestermi.org/report to share the address
and the nature of the violation.
For more information, visit the City’s website and view the City’s Zoning Ordinances and the City’s complete set of
municipal codes at: www.rochestermi.org.

Watch City Meetings Live on Cable, Online, and on YouTube
You can watch watch live broadcasts and re-runs of City meetings on cable television and on the City’s website,
www.rochestermi.org/webcasts
www.
rochestermi.org/webcasts.. City Council, Planning Commission, and Downtown Development Authority (DDA)
meetings are all broadcast live.

City Seeks Volunteers
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards & Commissions. Applications
and a list of all of our Boards & Commissions are available at City Hall and online at
www.rochestermi.org/bcapplication.
www.
rochestermi.org/bcapplication.

Stay Up to Date on Social Media
•
•
•

Follow the City on Facebook at: facebook.com/rochestermigov
Subscribe to the City’s Channel on YouTube at: www.
www.rochestermi.org/webcasts
rochestermi.org/webcasts
Follow the City on Twitter: twitter.com/Rochester_MI

