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Updated Parking System
Earlier this year, the City’s Parking Management Advisory Committee reviewed almost a year’s worth 
of parking data and recommended several adjustments with the goal of making the parking system 
self-sufficient.  The City Council then reviewed these recommendations, made some modifications 
and created the following changes that will occur across the City’s parking system, effective July 1, 
2016:
	 •	Monthly	passes	will	go	from	$40/month	down	to	$20/month

	 •	Parking	lot	meters	will	go	from	$.50/hour	to	$1.00/hour.

	 •	The	1st	hour	in	the	parking	decks	will	be	free.

	 •	The	Pine	and	East	Street	(Elevator)	parking	lots	will	be	metered.

	 •	Create	a	revised	parking	map	showing	metered	and	free	lots,	as	well	as	the	parking	decks.

	 •	A	mobile	payment	application	will	go	live	during	the	summer	of	2016.		This	will	help		
 customers know when their time is about to expire and allow payments to the meter via  
 the mobile app.  (Details will be posted on the City’s website.)

	 •	An additional full-time Ordinance Officer will be added to help maintain the City’s parking  
 system.  This additional employee will assist customers with mechanical issues in the   
 parking  decks, collect coins from the meters, and assist the current staff with parking  
 enforcement.
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Farm to Table Dinner 
Sunday, July 24 • 5:00-8:00pm

Downtown Rochester’s Farm to Table Dinner is a one-of-a-kind, 
al fresco dining experience celebrating the farm-fresh flavors of 
summer. The event will take place on Walnut Boulevard from 
5:00 to 8:00 pm. Tickets are $100 per person and include a large, 
three-course dinner, prepared by Executive Chef Chris Johnson 
of The Meeting House, wine, beer, and entertainment. For tickets, 
menu information, and more, visit DowntownRochesterMI.com 
or call (248) 656-0060.
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Downtown 
Rochester  
Event Calendar

Sidewalk Sales
July 14 - 16
Thursday & Friday: 10am - 9pm
Saturday: 10am - 6pm

Rochester Explorers Club
July 14 - August 6

Movies in the Moonlight
July 16, 23, 30 & August 6

Rochester Days
at Jimmy Johns Field
July 21 7:15pm
August 31 at 7:25pm

Farm to Table Dinner
July 24

Princess & Pirate Ball
August 7

Rockin’ Rods ‘N Rochester
August 14

Art & Apples Festival®
September 9 - 11

Explorers Club

July 14 - August 6

The Rochester Explorers Club is an 
opportunity for children of all ages 
to get out and explore all that our 
community has to offer. Complete 
as many activities as you would 
like from July 14 through August 6. 
Whether you choose one activity 
to try or complete them all, the 
goal is just to have fun! For more 
information, call (248) 656-0060 or 
visit DowntownRochesterMI.com.

Rochester Nights!
Jimmy John’s Field
July 21 7:15pm &
August 31 7:25pm

You’re invited to Rochester Nights 
at  Jimmy John’s Field in downtown 
Utica! Exclusive offer: Grandstand 
ticket, hot dog, and soft drink 
for only $15.50! Visit uspbl.com/
events/list and enter promo code 
ROCHESTER2016. Click on “The 
Backstop” for special Rochester 
Nights tickets. $1 from each ticket is 
donated to the Rochester DDA.

Movies in the Moonlight
July 16, 23, 30 & August 6

Movies in the Moonlight is our free outdoor 
film “festival” in downtown Rochester. 
Movies in the Moonlight is located in the 
parking lot at the corner of E. Third & 
Water, one block east of Main. Featured 
movies begin at dusk (approximately 
9:15 pm) and pre-shows start at 8:30 pm. 
Admission is free, so arrive early for the best seating. Movies in the Moonlight 
is BYOC (Bring Your Own Chairs)! Popcorn, candy, hot dogs, and soft drinks 
will be available for purchase at the Rochester Lions Club concession wagon, 
but you are welcome to bring your own goodies, too (no alcohol or glass 
containers allowed.) Please note that movies rated PG-13 are edited versions 
whenever possible, however parental guidance is still requested. For more 
information, call (248) 656-0060 or visit DowntownRochesterMI.com.Sponsor a 

Moment in Time
Construction is set to begin 
later this season, on the City 
Bicentennial Monument. A fully 
functional Sun Dial will walk 
you through 20 decades of 
Rochester’s history, spanning 
200 years. Each decade 
stone will have a bronze 
plaque defining a moment in 
Rochester’s history. Twenty 
decade stones are available for 
sponsorship. Sponsors’ names 
will be cast in a plaque. The 
large Gnomon (dial) will also 
be available to sponsor. In the 
future, personalized bricks will be 
available for purchase. For more 
information, call (248) 651-9061 
or visit rochestermi.org/sundial.

Rockin’ Rods ‘N 
Rochester
August 14

Shift gears and cruise downtown 
for a nostalgic look at classic cars 
- including hot rods, custom cars, 
muscle cars, specialty vehicles, and 
more! Proceeds benefit Leader Dogs 
for the Blind. For more information, 
call (248) 375-5096.

Princess & Pirate Ball
August 7

Kids - dress up in 
your favorite pirate 
or princess costume 
and get ready 
for adventure! 
Enjoy great food, 
dancing, crafts, a 
silent auction, and 
more. This event is fun for the entire 
family! All proceeds benefit the Big, 
Bright Light Show. Tickets are $30 for 
adults, $10 for children ages 5-12, and 
free for children under the age of 5. For 
more information, call (248) 656-0060 
or visit DowntownRochesterMI.com. 

2016 Schedule
July 16: Cinderella (2015) (PG)

July 23: Jurassic World (PG-13)

July 30: Hotel Transylvania 2 (PG)

August 6: Star Wars - The Force 
Awakens (PG-13)
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Infrastructure, Infrastructure, Infrastructure 

As Mayor Daldin highlighted during the State of the City Address on 
March 21st, the City will be focused on infrastructure as City Council 
proactively plans for the future. Our infrastructure includes roads, 
sanitary sewer pipes, the pipes that provide our drinking water, 
street lights, sidewalks, bridges, etc. These pieces of infrastructure 
are funded by different sources, degrade on different schedules, and 
some are in more need of attention than others. The Department 
of Public Works and our engineers have been diligently evaluating 
our roads, pipes, and other infrastructure. Soon our electronic 
maps will be combined and an Infrastructure Committee formed to 
review and make recommendations to the City Council. Interested 
in this topic, visit rochestermi.org/infra for more details. 

Later this year the City will be launching an online and mobile 
program that will allow residents to share infrastructure and non-
emergency concerns. Powered by SeeClickFix, the place-based 
reporting platform allows residents to document neighborhood 
concerns and improvements alike, ranging from litter to damaged 
sidewalks. See a pothole in the road – report it immediately and 
track the response. Responses will be evaluated and prioritizing for 
correction. As the City prepares to launch this technology, more 
information will be posted on the City’s website.

Sign Up for City 
Emergency Alerts
You can now get alerts sent to your email or 
cell phone from the City of Rochester so you 
can stay up-to-date on the latest information 
of what’s happening in the City. Just sign 
up at rochestermi.org/notifyme. The City’s 
newsflashes and alerts will notify you when 
there is a snow emergency, a water main 
break, a street closure, the upcoming Coffee 
Meeting with the Mayor, or special Office 
Hours at City Hall to meet with our State 
Representative and Congressman. You will 
also receive other important City news and 
information.

Do I Need a Building Permit for That?
To ensure the health, safety and welfare of our residents and  
businesses, the City requires permits for certain construction.  
Some common improvements that residents may be unaware  
require permits are:
•	All swimming pools, hot tubs and spas that are capable of 

holding 24” of water or more
•	 Replacement of driveway approaches
•	All electrical work
•	 Furnace replacement
•	Water heater replacement

All of these items require permits regardless if the homeowner or a 
contractor is doing the work. Failure to receive proper permitting 
from the City can result in penalties such as fines and proper 
permitting costs.

Rochester Police Vacation 
Safety Check Program
Vacation planning does not end when you 
have mapped out your travel and picked 
out your hotel. It is important to have a plan 
to ensure your home’s safety when you are 
gone. To avoid the telltale signs you are not 
home, follow these tips: 

1) Put a hold on your mail and newspapers;

2) Ask a neighbor to mow the lawn while 
you’re gone (you can offer to return the 
favor when you get back); 

3) Use automatic timing lights and a radio 
in different rooms to create the appearance 
of movement; 

4) Call your Rochester Police Department 
for a Vacation Safety Check at 
(248) 651-9621. Please give them at least 
three days notice.

Weekend and Holiday Construction
If you are planning on making home improvements, please remember that 
if you are doing any Saturday construction that requires a permit (which 
includes, deck building or repair, re-roofing, major tree trimming, tree 
removal using power saws, building an addition, installing a swimming 
pool, constructing a fence and concrete work), you will need to contact the 
Building Department in advance and request a special permit for Saturday 
work, which generally will approve work from 9am to 5pm on Saturday 
only. Construction work of this type is not allowed on Sundays or holidays. 
Landscaping work does not require a special Saturday permit. If you have 
hired a contractor to do work on your property, contractors are responsible 
for calling the Building Department at (248)  651-9061 to request a special 
Saturday permit.


