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During the next few years the City will be working on several infrastructure projects, including water,
sewer, road, alley, sidewalks, lights, etc. In order to keep residents and businesses informed, the City
will be highlighting significant projects in our newsletters and will be announcing a web page dedicated
to upcoming and ongoing projects in April.
Ludlow Street Reconstruction:

Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

The City is starting on an ambitious rebuild of Ludlow Street from University to Woodward. The project
will consist of reconstruction/relocation of the water, sanitary sewer, and storm sewer mains, as well
as upgrading the roadway to a thicker road cross-section. The City’s goal is to begin construction in
mid-June and have it wrapped up by late fall 2018. Given the size and complexity of the project, the City
will be scheduling a public meeting to provide residents with more information on the upcoming project.
Sanitary Sewer Upgrades:

Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ben Giovanelli
bgiovan@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

The City of Rochester is embarking on a $4 million dollar upgrade to the mainline sanitary sewer system.
Three (3) contractors were selected to complete work related to the installation of cured-in-place pipe
liners, manhole repairs, rehabilitation and a few areas where the contractor will have to complete open
cut repairs to the existing sanitary sewer line. Letters have recently been mailed to all of the property
owners who may expect to see construction equipment working in their area. The letters include a
brochure identifying the type of work that can be expected along with the contact name and number
for the contractor and the consulting engineer that will be managing the project on the City’s behalf.
Additional communication will be provided to residents through a secondary mailer or a door hanger
indicating when the contractor expects to be in the area. This is expected to be a multi-year construction
project with work being completed by late fall 2019.
Washington Road Sidewalk/Water Main:
This summer the City will complete a water main loop on Washington Road that will improve the water
pressures to the northeast portion of the City. The water main loop will also improve the availability of
fire flow to hydrants in the area. As part of the water main project, the City will also close an existing gap
in the sidewalk. The construction is expected to begin in the late summer/early fall of 2018.

State of the City - April 16, 2018
ROYAL PARK HOTEL
600 E. UNIVERSITY

You are cordially invited to attend the State of the City Address with our Honorable
Mayor, Rob Ray! Seating begins at 6:30 pm, with the program starting promptly at
7:00 pm. There is a reception immediately following the address. Complimentary light
hors d’oeuvres & beverages will be provided by local Rochester and Rochester-area establishments.
There will also be a cash bar available. Please e-mail RSVP@rochestermi.org or call (248) 651-9061 with
the number of guests in your party.
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Downtown Rochester
Event Calendar
Mad Money March
March 1-31
Farmers’ Market
May 5-October 27
8:00 am-1:00 pm
E. Third & Water
Deck Art
May 10-11
5:00 pm-9:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Greater Rochester Heritage Days
May 19-20
Saturday: 11:00 am-6:00 pm
Sunday: 11:00 am-5 pm
Rochester Municipal Park

Downtown Rochester
Farmers’ Market
Celebrating its 19th season, the Farmers’ Market is a
frequent stop for area residents to enjoy the vibrant colors,
aromas and flavors of Southeast Michigan’s growing
season. Located at the corner of E. Third and Water
Street, just one block east of Main Street, the market is
open every Saturday, May 5 through October 27, from
8:00 am – 1:00 pm. The market features Michigan-grown
(or made) products including vegetables, fruits, flowers,
container gardens, fresh cut flowers, herbs, homemade
baked goods, gnocchi, jams and jellies, honey, maple
syrup, locally roasted coffee and various certified organic
products including eggs, beef and chicken. For more
information about the market, please visit
downtownrochestermi.com or contact the Rochester
DDA office at (248) 656-0060.

Spring Gallery Stroll
June 8
5:00 pm-8:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Music in the Park
June 14, 21, 28
July 5, 12, 19, 26
7:30 pm-9:00pm
Rochester Municipal Park
Junk in the Trunk
June 23
9:00 am-1:00pm
Downtown Rochester

Deck Art 2018
May 10 & 11
Downtown Rochester
Downtown Rochester is calling all artists:
Elementary School, Middle School, High School,
College, and Adult to participate in downtown
Rochester’s Eighth Annual Skateboard Art
Competition & Exhibition: Deck Art 2018. Artists
are asked to provide their unique work on a blank
skateboard deck. Winning pieces will be picked in
each category by a panel of judges, and prizes will
be awarded. Artist registration forms can be found
online at downtownrochestermi.com. Submit
completed registration forms to South Street
Skateshop (410 Main). There is a registration
fee of $20.00 (plus tax) for one blank skateboard
deck. The registration deadline is Friday, April 21.
The events will include unique artwork, musical
entertainment, kid’s activities, and more. For
further information call (248) 656-0060.

Police Open House
The Rochester Police Department will be holding
its annual Open House on Saturday, June 2, 2018
from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm. The Open House will feature
a bike rodeo, child fingerprinting and other activities
for children. This is a great opportunity for the
community to see their police department. We will have
a number of activities for people of all ages to participate
in. If you would like more information, please contact the
Police Department by phone at (248) 651-9621.

Mad Money March
March 1-31
Downtown Rochester

Come April 1, there will be lucky
winners of a $1,000, $500, or
two $250 Shopping Sprees in
downtown Rochester. How do
shoppers enter to win? It’s simple,
shop downtown Rochester this
March! Customers may qualify
for entry by spending at least $100
collectively at one or more Mad
Money March participating business
any time throughout the month of March.
To enter for the shopping spree, receipts
must be validated at one of three enter-to-win
locations, Rochester DDA, South Street Skateshop and Fieldstone
Winery. For more information, visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or
call the Rochester DDA office at (248) 656-0060.
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Weekend and Holiday Construction
If you are planning on making home improvements, please remember that if you are doing any Saturday construction that requires
a permit (which includes deck building or repair, re-roofing, major tree trimming, tree removal using power saws, building an
addition, installing a swimming pool, constructing a fence, or concrete work), you will need to contact the Building Department in
advance and request a special permit for Saturday work. The Building Department approves Saturday work from 9am to 5pm only.
Construction work is not permitted on Saturdays outside of these hours, or on Sundays and holidays. Landscaping work does not
require a special Saturday permit. If you have hired a contractor to do work on your property, contractors are responsible for calling
the Building Department at (248) 651-9061 to request a special Saturday permit.

Do I Need A Building Permit for That?
To ensure the health, safety, and welfare of our residents and businesses,
the City requires permits for certain construction projects. Some common
projects that require permits are:
•
All swimming pools, hot tubs, and spas that are capable
of holding 24” of water or more.
•
Replacement of driveway approaches
•
All electrical work
•
Furnace and water heater replacement
All these items require permits regardless if the homeowner or a contractor
is doing the work. Failure to receive proper permitting from the City will
result in penalties such as fines and proper permitting costs.

Native Plants for Water Quality
Many of the grasses and shrubs we plant in our yards aren’t the best for protecting water quality. Native plants– those naturally found
in Southeast Michigan, actually help improve water quality, and they encourage a healthier environment, providing nesting sites and
food for wildlife. A garden of wildflowers, for instance, will attract butterflies and hummingbirds to your backyard. Best of all, natives
are adapted to our local soils and climate, so they don’t need excessive watering and require very little pesticides, which can pollute
our waterways. Native plants have a very deep root system that once established, prevent soil erosion and are very drought resistant.
Here is just a small sampling of plants native to Southeast Michigan
that are usually easy to find at native plant nurseries and farmers markets:
Ferns – Christmas, Maidenhair, Cinnamon, Ostrich, Royal, and Lady
Grasses – June Grass, Big Bluestem Grass, Purple Love Grass, Cord Grass,
and Wool Grass
Shrubs – Blueberry, Buttonbush, Dogwood, Fragrant Sumac, Elderberry, and
Serviceberry
Trees – American Beech, Black Walnut, Douglas Fir, Flowering Dogwood,
Sycamore, and Hickory
Wildflowers – Anemone, Black-Eyed Susan, Blazing Star, Columbine, and
Purple Coneflower
For more information, visit these websites:
MSU Extension Master Gardener:			
Michigan Native Plant Nursery:
http://mg.msue.msu.edu/		
		http://www.nativeplant.com
Wild Ones:					National Wildlife Federation:
http://www.wildones.org/				www.nwf.org
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Now More Options to Dispose of
Household Hazardous Waste
Do you have hazardous household waste (HHW) to dispose of?
You now have two options:
1. Attend a NO HAZ collection event with a Drivers License showing
a Rochester address or other proof of residency.
2. Purchase a voucher for $30 at City Hall to dispose of your HHW
at the SOCRRA facility in Troy year-round.
Hazardous waste includes everything from household paints and
motor oils to old electronics/accessories. These products must
be disposed of properly as to avoid dangerous polluting of our
environment.
For more information please call the Department of Public Works at
(248) 651-5165 or visit www.rochestermi.org/nohaz.
Locations and dates for No Haz Events have not been finalized.
Please visit www.nohaz.com for updates.

SPRING CURBSIDE CHIPPING
& COMPOSTING SERVICES
Both curbside chipping and composting
services are scheduled to beginning
the last week of March. Please neatly
place your branches on the easement
between the sidewalk and the curb.
The City will accept branches up to 8”
in diameter. Contracted tree trimmings
will not be picked up. Additionally, on
your scheduled pick-up day, GFL will
pick up trash/recycling/yard waste and
compost. Place all yard waste in brown
paper bags or cans clearly marked yard
waste and/or compost. Stickers can be
picked up at City Hall. Visit the City’s
website at www.rochestermi.org for
additional details and restrictions.

NOMINATIONS FOR GOOD NEIGHBOR AWARDS
The City Beautiful Commission recognizes Rochester residents who make
exceptional contributions to the community. To nominate your Good
Neighbor, please visit the Commission’s page at rochestermi.org/cbc.

Sanitary Sewer Replacement

Fiscal Year 2018-19
Budget Schedule &
Details
The Fiscal Year End (FYE) 2019 budget
preparation has already begun and
this year’s process is using the recently
implemented BS&A financial software.

In the City of Rochester, the property owner is
responsible for the full length of the building
lead (main to building) including the area within
any City owned road right-of-way. Replacing
your sanitary sewer lead can be a stressful
project. Replacing a lead can be an expensive
endeavor so the City of Rochester offers an
alternate solution to line existing sewer leads if
they meet a set criteria.

Below are upcoming dates and info:

Service leads can be lined if the pipe meets the
following minimum requirements:

• April 23, 2018 - This the Public
Hearing date set for the Proposed FYE
2019 Budget.

• Lead interior diameter is a minimum of three inches (3”).
• The pipe is circular in shape (egg shaped pipes cannot be lined).
• A camera is placed down the lead and the visual inspection of the lead
shows that there is sufficient pipe integrity to support a liner.
Any sewer lead repair requires the property owner to pull a permit from
the City. For more information, please contact the Rochester Department
of Public Works at (248) 651-5165.

• March 20, 2018 - This budget
workshop will be focused on the DDA,
PSD, Parking Advisory, City owned
Facilities, and open budget requests.
• April 10, 2018 - This is the date that
staff has set as our goal to get the Draft
FYE 2019 Budget to City Council.

• May 14, 2018 - The final FYE budget
will be presented to the City Council.
For more details about past budgets
and soon this upcoming year’s budget
preparation, process, draft documents
and meetings, visit the City’s website at
www.rochestermi.org/budget
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1

Be a Good Neighbor
The City of Rochester:
• Requires that grass be cut before it reaches six (6”) inches in height.
• Prohibits the blowing of grass clippings into City streets in order to prevent debris from clogging
storm drains.
• Prohibits the outdoor storage of unlicensed or inoperable vehicles.
• Requires that pet owners keep all lawns and public areas free from animal waste and leftover food.
• Limits the amount of firewood stored on a property to two face cords; and the firewood must be
stored above ground in an orderly manner in the backyard.
• Requests that residents use common sense with regards to burning wood in order to maintain
excellent air quality for our residents, (City officials will administer the Ringelmann smoke chart to
determine whether a case is in violation of the City ordinance on firewood smoke.)
• Regulates compost piles, addressing such issues as size, location, and composition.

Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621

• Prohibits pouring oil or other solvents down storm drains or sanitary sewers as this creates sewer
backups and pollutes the waterways.

Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

• Requires that all exterior lighting shall be so installed that the surface of the source of light shall not
be visible from any bedroom window, and shall be so arranged as far as practical to reflect light
away from any residential area.

City Manager:
Blaine Wing

A Notice of Violation will be issued if a property is not properly maintained. To report property
maintenance violations, please contact the Fire Department at (248) 651-4470 or online to:
rochestermi.org/report to share the address and the nature of the violation.

bwing@rochestermi.org

For more information, visit the City’s website and view the City’s Zoning Ordinances the City’s
complete set of municipal codes at www.rochestermi.org.

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda

Don’t Chop Down That Tree!

nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik
jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio

The City of Rochester values its urban canopy. Before any regulated
tree with a diameter of seven (7”) inches or greater is removed
from public or private property, the City must be notified and
consulted in order to avoid being penalized.
Permits for tree removal are free, and by contacting the City
first, you prevent yourself from garnering a heavy fine. For
more information, contact the City’s Deputy City Manager &
Professional Forester, Nik Banda, to discuss the removal of
any trees at (248) 651-9061, or e-mail him directly at
nbanda@rochestermi.org.

amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

DPW & Parks Director:
Shannon Filarecki
sfilarecki@rochestermi.org

Yard Waste Drop-Off is for Residents
The Department of Public Works would like to remind everyone that yard waste drop-off is
available to City residents only. Additionally, compost and yard waste can no longer be dropped
off near the Community Garden. If a resident happens to have yard waste that they need to
dispose of, they can visit the Department of Public Works (DPW) during normal working hours of
7:00am-3:00pm Monday through Friday. Residents will need to park outside the DPW gate or use
the intercom button to come through the gate, and then stop at the first building. Residents will
be asked to show proof of residency and will then be directed to the location for drop-off. If you
have any questions, please feel free to contact the DPW at (248) 651-5165.
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Watch City Meetings Live on Cable and Online
You can watch live broadcasts and re-runs of City meetings on cable television and on the City’s website, www.rochestermi.org/webcasts.
City Council, Planning Commission and Downtown Development Authority meetings are broadcast live on Rochester cable channels
(Channel 17 on Comcast and Channel 10 on WOW).

Volunteer to Join a City Board or Commission
Get involved by joining one of Rochester’s Boards & Commissions. Applications and a list of all of our Boards & Commissions are available
at City Hall and online at www.rochestermi.org/bcapplication.

Coffee with the Mayor
This is an open forum meeting for the public to meet and talk with Mayor Rob Ray about current issues in the City. Please join the Mayor on
the third Thursday of every month from 4:30-5:30pm at the Older Persons’ Commission’s Rewold Library, 650 Letica.

Think Before Flushing Wipes

Rental Unit Registration Program

The Great Lakes Water Authority (GLWA) and the City of
Rochester Department of Public Works (DPW), as well
as public sewer agencies around the globe deal with the
problems encountered when residents flush disposable
sanitary wipes (such as Clorox Disinfecting Wipes, not toilet
paper) down their toilets into the sewer system.

The City has a Rental Registration Program to ensure the health,
safety and welfare of our residents. The Program provides for
inspections of rental units and common areas to ensure that
minimum safety standards are met, as well as maintaining the
aesthetic value of the community.

Once these wipes enter the sewer system, they can clump
together and clog sanitary sewer mains and pump impellers
in city’s sewer lift stations, resulting in sewer backups or
overflows. The link below is a video created by the GLWA on
what happens when people flush these types of wipes down
the toilet and what the overall consequences are. For more
information please visit https://youtu.be/5u-KGEH75_E.

Rental units can be single or multi-family units as long as they are
occupied by a tenant(s). General areas of inspection include, but
are not limited to, ensuring that there are proper smoke detectors;
there is not excessive occupancy; all electrical, mechanical
and plumbing devices work properly; and the premises
remain junk‑free. For more information about your rights and
responsibilities as a tenant or as a landlord, or to register a rental
property, go to www.rochestermi.org/rentals.

Rochester Historical Commission Plaque Reinstated
City Council has recently reinstated the Historical Commission Plaque program. If your
Rochester residence or place of business is 50 years or older and meets the criteria, then
please visit www.rochestermi.org/plaque and download the application. The plaque costs
$200 total and includes shipping. Questions on the application can be referred to Lynn
Anderson (248) 425-0026 or lynncanderson@hotmail.com.

