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Mayor Rob Ray
rray@rochestermi.org

Mayor Pro Tem Kim Russell
krussell@rochestermi.org

Heroes Point
Council Member Dean Bevacqua
dbevacqua@rochestermi.org

Council Member Stuart A. Bikson
sbikson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Ben Giovanelli
bgiovan@rochestermi.org

The Rochester Fire Department, joined by community business leaders, have announced
Phase One of the Heroes Point project. Conceived over two years ago when a piece of the
remaining structure from the World Trade Center North Tower was donated to a member of
Rochester Fire Department, Heroes Point pays tribute to responders past and present. With
the City of Rochester’s rich heritage of service, the community has already shown great
interest in the project.
Heroes Point will be developed on City of Rochester property at the corner of Second and
Third Street, directly next to the fire station. It is designed to be a peaceful and respectful
place of honor and reflection for the community. With space for community gatherings,
dedications and announcements as well as wonderful paths on which to stroll and reflect,
Heroes Point is intended to be a focal point for new development in this eastern cornerstone
of the downtown Rochester community. The park and garden designs include benches, a
fountain, lush landscaping and feature a piece of steel from the North Tower in New York
City, recovered after the terrorist attacks on September 11, 2001.
Phase One of the project seeks to engage the community in funding the project via both
private and business sponsorship opportunities. Available at any financial level, donations
can be made by individuals, families, neighborhoods or organizations for paver bricks,
benches, etc. Donations are also being sought to fund sections of the garden development.
Complete sponsorship details are available from Gary Purdom at (248) 361-6056. Further
details will also be available at www.rochestermi.org/fire.

2019 Fire & Ice Festival
Council Member Ann Peterson
apeterson@rochestermi.org

Council Member Nancy Salvia
nsalvia@rochestermi.org

Downtown Rochester
Friday, January 18, 6:00 – 9:00 pm
Saturday, January 19, 10:00 am – 9:00 pm
Sunday, January 20, 10:00 am – 5:00 pm
The Downtown Development Authority (DDA), The Principal
Shopping District (PSD), the City of Rochester, and Oakland County
team up again this year for winter events, ice sculptures, carriage
rides, ice skating and even fireworks! For more information, call
(248) 656-0060 or visit www.downtownrochestermi.com.
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Downtown
Rochester
Event Calendar
The Big, Bright Light Show
Downtown Rochester
November 19 January 6, 2019
Nightly 5:00 pm – Midnight

The Big, Bright Light Show

Caroling in the City
December 16
5:00 - 8:00 pm
Downtown Rochester
Main Street

Downtown Rochester
November 19 - January 6, 2019
Nightly 5:00 pm – Midnight

Fire & Ice Festival
Downtown Rochester
January 18
6:00 – 9:00 pm
January 19
10:00 am – 9:00 pm
January 20
10:00 am – 5:00 pm

A dazzling holiday light display featuring over 1.5
million points of light in downtown Rochester. The
show will continue to be aglow weekends in January
through January 20. For more information, call (248)
656-0060 or visit www.downtownrochestermi.com.

Stay up to date on events in Rochester!
visit www.downtownrochestermi.com or www.Facebook.com/downtown.rochester

E-Commerce Safety Zone
The Rochester Police Department has an E-Commerce Safety Zone as a service to the community.
Signs are posted in our parking lot adjacent to the police station. The area is open to the public,
well-lit and under video surveillance from our dispatch center. Citizens are encouraged to use this
area to complete E-Commerce transactions from E-Bay, Craig’s List and the like.
If the other party declines to meet at the Police Station or other public place this should be a red
flag that there may be a problem with the transaction. We hope that having this designated safety
zone provides some added security when meeting an unknown party to complete a transaction.

Want to Get Involved?
The Rochester Historical
Commission is always eager
to add new members! It is
the mission of the Rochester
Historical Commission to protect
and preserve Rochester’s historic
and prehistoric resources for the
use, education, enjoyment and
economic benefit of present and
future generations. If you are interested in preserving
and presenting Rochester’s history or being involved
in special events like Heritage Days, please contact
Lynn via email at Lynncanderson@hotmail.com.

Keep Them Clear
If there’s a fire hydrant near your
house, please do your part to keep
it accessible this winter:
• Remove any snow and ice.
• Clear a wide enough perimeter.
around the hydrant for firefighters
to work (about 3 feet).
• Clear a path from the hydrant to
the street.
Thank you for your help in keeping
our community safe!
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A Citizen’s Guide to Cold Weather Practices
Winter brings with it lots of fun activities, like sledding, ice skating and skiing. But winter also means mounds of snow
to shovel and layers of ice to remove from our sidewalks and driveways. We often make the job easier by applying deicers like salt. Besides sodium chloride, many de-icers also contain chemicals like cyanide. When ice melts, the salts
and chemicals dissolve and flow into street drains that lead directly to the river, endangering aquatic life. Here are a
few tips to reduce salt use and prevent pollution year-round.

Help prevent storm-water pollution this winter!
1. Try An Alternative
Calcium magnesium acetate (CMA) was developed as a de-icing alternative because it has fewer adverse environmental
impacts than salt and doesn’t cause erosion.
2. Reduce Your Salt Use
By limiting the amount of salt we use on sidewalks and driveways, we can reduce the amount of polluted storm-water
washing into our waterways.
3. Use De-icing Products Based On Winter Conditions
Before applying a de-icer to your sidewalk, think about the air temperature, potential for sun exposure, and how much
product you’ll need. Remember to follow label directions carefully and use products sparingly. It’s easy to over apply
de-icers, but applying more than you need won’t melt your ice any faster.
•

For Dry, Powdery Snow: Shovel or sweep snow immediately to avoid using de-icer.

•

For Wet, Heavy Snow: Apply de-icer product as soon as snow beings falling in order to prevent it from bonding

•

For Sleet & Freezing Rain: Apply de-icer product early on during these conditions to prevent ice from building up.

•

For Significant Snowfall: When more than 2 inches of snow falls, plow or shovel first and then use a de-icing
product to melt any underlying layers of ice that have built up due to packed down snow.

Historical Markers Still Available

Property Tax Information

Rochester Historical Commission continues to offer
historical markers to celebrate the long-standing
heritage of homes and businesses in the City of
Rochester that were built before 1969. The city’s
historical marker program is strictly an educational
program and will not affect the owner’s ability to make
changes to the property. The marker makes a great
gift for a new homeowner, someone celebrating a
renovation project or honoring a longtime Rochester
resident. Markers cost $200.

All 2018 winter taxes are payable December 1, 2018
through February 14, 2019 without penalty. Beginning
March 1, 2019 all unpaid 2018 taxes must be paid to
the Oakland County Treasurer’s Office and will include
additional penalties.

Applications are available by visiting the city website at
www.rochestermi.org/plaques. If you need help filling
out the application or finding the date a structure was
built, email lynncanderson@hotmail.com.

If you have any questions, please contact the Treasurer’s
Office at (248) 651-9061. Assessing, Building, and Tax
information is available at: www.accessmygov.com.

You may access your tax information and make
payments 24/7 by dialing toll-free (888) 600-3773 and
entering your 10-digit parcel ID number beginning with
15. Payment can also be made online by accessing the
link on the City’s web page www.rochestermi.org.
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ReadyRochester - Emergency Preparedness
Residents and business owners in Rochester need to be prepared
before disaster strikes. www.ReadyRochester.org is designed to
give you the tools necessary to prepare, respond and recover from
community disasters such as fire, flood, tornado, and severe winter
weather.
This campaign includes Emergency Preparedness Community
Outreach Programs and Resources for Rochester citizens and
businesses to learn how to help prepare and protect themselves,
families, pets, homes, businesses and employees.

ReadyRochester Logo
Design Contest
Help us establish ReadyRochester’s visual
identity! We are looking for creative,
professional, and recognizable logo
design submissions for the emergency
preparedness program.

For details as they are announced, follow
The City of Rochester’s Emergency Management team utilizes
Rochester City Fire on Facebook at
resources from the Department of Homeland Security’s Ready.gov
www.facebook.com/rochestercityfire/
campaign and the “All Hazards” approach. Ready.gov is a national
public service effort designed to educate and empower the American
people to prepare for, respond to and recover from emergencies, including natural and man-made disasters. The goal
of the campaign is to promote preparedness through public involvement.
Follow us on social media to stay informed of the latest emergency planning and preparedness information.
Find information at www.readyrochester.org or on Facebook at www.facebook.com/rochestercityfire/

CivicReady - Notification System
Rochester City’s mass notification system, CivicReady, is used to disseminate important
messages regarding the safety or welfare of the community and non-emergency events
or important updates. Examples would include water service emergencies, lost children
or seniors, and hazardous situations that impact safety, property or welfare of our
citizens. This service allows City officials to send out emergency and/or non-emergency
notifications by phone, text, email, social media, and the City’s website to thousands of
residents within minutes.
To signup for this important notification system visit ReadyRochester.org, click on the “Be
Informed” tab, then look for the “Sign up for emergency alerts” and click on the City of
Rochester section.
Beginning January 8th, officials will be sending out a “test message” and then on the
second Tuesday of each month thereafter to ensure the system is working correctly.
For additional information on emergency preparedness or the notification system, visit
www.readyrochester.org or contact the Rochester Emergency Management team at
(248)651-4470 and ask for Lieutenant Collins or Program Manager Peter Zell.

Report Non-Emergency Concerns with Rochester Works
Rochester Works allows users to report quality-of-life issues and request City of Rochester
services. With the free Rochester mobile app and web tools, citizens can provide Rochester
staff with pictures, videos, specific descriptions, and all valuable information needed to get
the jobs done efficiently.
This partnership not only allows citizens to report problems, but also to view and comment
on problems submitted by their neighbors. Citizens can even create their own “watch areas”
to receive notifications about all the issues reported in their area, enabling users to follow the
progress of other service requests, not just the ones they report. The Rochester Works mobile
app is available for download on Android and iPhone. In addition to the mobile app, citizens
can send reports through the City’s website via www.rochestermi.org/report.
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IMPORTANT
NUMBERS
City Hall:
(248) 651-9061
Department of
Public Works:
(248) 651-5165
Water & Sewer:
(248) 651-5165
EMERGENCY:
9-1-1
Non-Emergency Police:
(248) 651-9621
Non-Emergency Fire:
(248) 651-4470

City Manager:
Blaine Wing
bwing@rochestermi.org

Deputy City Manager
Economic & Community
Development Director:
Nik Banda
nbanda@rochestermi.org

Police Chief:
Steve Schettenhelm
sschettenhelm@rochestermi.org

Fire Chief:
John Cieslik

Fiscal Year 2019-20
Budget Schedule
& Details
The Fiscal Year End (FYE) 2020
budget preparation has already
begun. Some key dates and info:
Monday, April 22, 2019 - The
Public Hearing date slated for the
Proposed FYE 2020 Budget.
Monday, May 13, 2019 - The final
FYE budget will be presented to the
City Council.
For more details about past
budgets and this upcoming year’s
budget preparation, process, draft
documents and meetings, please
visit www.rochestermi.org/budget.

Special Pricing for
Irrigation Meters Run
Until 12/31/2018!
The City of Rochester offers an irrigation
meter program to its residents. The
irrigation meter will allow water used for
irrigation purposes to be excluded from
the sewer portion of the bill. The amount
of money saved will vary from household
to household depending on the amount
of water used. Residents can request
an individual cost-benefit analysis by
emailing: irrigation@rochestermi.org.
The initial installation cost may not be
recouped for several years. Outdoor water
spigots may also be connected to an
irrigation meter, but plumbing costs may
be higher if you choose to connect them.
Ask your plumber for details. Your savings
will not begin until the irrigation meter is
installed and all paperwork is complete.
To find out more about the City’s
Irrigation Meter Program, please visit
www.rochestermi.org/irrigation.

James F. Ahearn Named
Rochester’s Poet Laureate
Ahearn has been a resident of Rochester since 1963 and has
been greatly involved in the literary community. His creative
works have been published both regionally and nationally, and
he has contributed remarkable community efforts to preserve
a cross-generational consciousness toward the poetic craft.

jcieslik@rochestermi.org

Finance Director:
Anthony Moggio
amoggio@rochestermi.org

City Clerk:
Lee Ann O’Connor
loconnor@rochestermi.org

Building Inspector &
Code Enforcement:
Sid Browne
sbrowne@rochestermi.org

Public Works Director:
Shannon Filarecki
sfilarecki@rochestermi.org

Rochester Fire Department Awarded
$2.44 Million Staffing Grant
During the City Council Meeting on October 8, 2018,
Council accepted a $2.44 million Staffing for Adequate
Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) grant and the
hiring of 18 equivalent full-time firefighters as City of
Rochester employees with an estimated start date in early
2019. The City’s current paid-on-call will remain the heart
of the Fire Department and will be supplemented with fulltime employees, allowing for faster response times to fires
and other emergencies.
Additional details will be posted on the City’s website at
www.rochestermi.org/fire.

400 Sixth Street
Rochester, MI 48307
rochestermi.org
(248) 651-9061

PRST STD
ECRWSS
Presorted Standard
U.S. POSTAGE
U.S. Postage
PAID
Paid
PERMIT NO. 80
Permit No. 6067
ROYAL OAK, MI
Detroit, MI

LOCAL POSTAL CUSTOMER

Page 6
Winter 2018/19

Snow Emergency Parking Restrictions
The City of Rochester regulates winter parking through a
Snow Emergency Ordinance (52-121). Parking is prohibited on
all City streets when a Snow Emergency is in effect. A Snow
Emergency may be declared when there is a snow fall in
progress, or when 4 inches or more of snow has been forecast.
As soon as a Snow Emergency has been declared, notice will
be provided by local radio and television news stations, and
the City will send out a Newsflash, so be sure to sign up for
alerts at www.rochestermi.org/notifyme. All vehicles must
remain off all City streets until the roads are cleared of ice
and snow by the DPW. In the event it is impossible to remove
vehicles from the roadway, owners should call Police Dispatch
at (248) 651-9621 to request permission to park, which will
only be granted for vehicles that cannot be moved into an
available driveway or another location. To prevent getting a
ticket, park all of your vehicles off the street when snow is in
the forecast or appears imminent. Your cooperation will help
make City streets safer by allowing the DPW staff to clear the
streets as quickly as possible.

WHY IS SNOW PLOWED IN FRONT OF
MY DRIVEWAY?
The City crews do not plow snow in front of driveways
on purpose. There is no practical way for the snow plow
operator to cut-off the windrow of snow when crossing
a driveway. This problem happens, especially in cul-desacs, because of the extra small space. You can help
by placing as much snow as possible to the right side
of your drive (see diagram). Working together will help
reduce the amount of snow that is plowed in front of
your driveway.
If you hire a private contractor, please remind them not
to plow snow into the public roadway, as it is against
State law.

Sidewalk Safety
Being a “walkable community” is part of what makes
Rochester great! Please shovel your sidewalk and keep it
clear of ice and snow, for your family, your neighbors, and
especially for children going to and from school and for
the elderly. City Code (Sec. 48-90) requires the owner/
occupant to clear snow and ice from the sidewalks adjoining
any side of the property. An accumulation of 3” or more
of snow must be cleared within 24 hours. A diligent effort
must be made by the owner to control ice accumulation
by complete removal or by applying sufficient amounts
of de-icing material or sand. Failure to clear snow and ice
may result in the issuance of a civil infraction and a fine, so
please, be a “Good Neighbor” this winter and take care of
clearing your snow and ice.

WHEN WILL MY STREET BE PLOWED?
The City follows a “Prioritization” system when plowing.
Major roads are cleared first and then local streets will
be cleared next. The DPW staff will be working diligently
this winter to plow all City streets, so please be assured
that your street will be plowed.
We appreciate your patience while our City crews are
out working to keep all of our City streets clear. If you
have an issue, please call Public Works at (248) 651-5165.
Additional details are listed on the City’s website at
www.rochestermi.org/snow.

